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LAND  TRUST  SAVES  MORE  SHEFFIELD  FARMS 

On  July  25,  representatives  from  the  Sheffield 
Land  Trust,  the  state  of  Massachusetts  and  the 
owners  of  two  well-known  Sheffield  farms  signed 
papers  that  preserve  much  of  their  land  as  farm- 
land at  the  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Great  Barrington. 
The  farms  are  Howden  Farm  on  Rannapo  Rd.  and 
Equinox  Farm  on  Bow  Wow  Rd. 

The  mechanism  that  now  protects  these  farms 
from  development  is  the  states  Agricultural  Preser- 
vation Restriction  (APR)  program.  It's  set  up  to  pay 
landowners  the  difference  between  the  "fair  market 
value"  and  the  "agricultural  value"  of  their  farmland 
in  exchange  for  a  permanent  deed  restriction  against 
any  use  of  the  land  that  would  adversely  affect  its 
agricultural  viability.  The  money  allows  owners  to 


pay  back  debts,  invest  in  new  equipment,  provide  for  retirement 
and  meet  other  family  or  farm  needs. 

The  Land  Trust  facilitates  APRs  for  Sheffield  farmers  and 
landowners  and  raises  the  sizable  "local  contribution"  amount 
required  by  the  state.  The  Howden  and  Equinox  farms  are  the 
9th  and  10th  Sheffield  farms  that  the  Land  Trust  has  secured 
protection  for,  bringing  millions  of  dollars  in  state  and  federal 
money  into  Sheffield's  local  economy.  The  organization  is  cur- 
rently raising  money  for  Howden  Farm  and  Equinox  Farm  as 
well  as  several  other  farmland,  habitat  and  recreation  projects. 

"The  Land  Trust  was  very  privileged  to  be  a  part  of  this 
effort,"  said  John  Wightman,  president  of  the  Land  Trust.  "At  its 
heart,  Sheffield  is  an  agricultural  community,  yet  many  of  our 
small  farms  face  difficult  times.  Thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  our 
staff  and  the  generous  contributions  of  many  Sheffield  resi- 
dents, the  community  was  able  to  show  it  cares  about  its  farms." 

Bruce  Howden,  owner  of  Howden  Farm  with  partner 
David  Prouty,  told  Land  Trust  members  at  the  organization's 
annual  meeting  in  June  how  important  the  APR  was  to  him 
and  the  farm.  It  matters  enough  to  him  that  he  has  offered  to 
match  donations  given  to  protect  his  farm,  up  to  $100,000,  by 
reducing  how  much  money  he'll  get  for  the  APR. 

7he  237  acres  of  Howden  land  were  protected  as  three 
separate  APRs  for  flexibility  in  farming  in  the  future,  and  they 
build  considerably  on  12  acres  that  were  protected  in  2003. 
Howden  Farm,  part  of  the  local  community  and  landscape 


Pumpkins  in  the  field  at  Howden  Farm  on  Rannapo  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls. 

for  as  long  as  many  people  can  remember,  was  started  by  John 
Howden,  Bruce's  father,  in  1939  when  he  purchased  one  farm 
on  Rannapo  Rd.  He  bought  the  neighboring  farm  to  the  north 
in  1968.  In  the  rich  alluvial  soil,  he  developed  his  Howden  and 
Howden  Biggie  pumpkins. 

Bruce  still  grows  the  pumpkins.  He  has  also  brought  back 
the  Howdens'  favorite  sweet  corn  and  has  added  a  varietyof  ber- 
ries. All  are  sold  at  the  farmstand  next  to  the  farmhouse,  which 
is  his  home  as  well  as  a  bed  and  breakfast.  Howden  Farm  also 
supplies  several  local  food  stores  and  stands  in  Massachusetts 


Continued  on  page  3 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  TO  BE 
ELECTED  ON  NOV.  4 

The  first  election  of  the  School  Committee  for  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District  will  be  held  as  part  of  the 
state-wide  biennial  elections  on  Nov.  4.  The  new  selection 
method  was  approved  by  the  five  district,  towns  at  their  May 
town  meetings.  Massachusetts  Governor  Deval  Patrick  signed 
special  legislation  on  July  24  that  allowed  the  new  system  to  be 
used  this  year  instead  of  waiting  for  2010. 

The  ballot  deadline  for  this  year  was  July  29,  which  left 
potential  School  Committee  candidates  only  five  days  in  which 

Continued  on  pave  3 
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New  Marlborough  Music  &  More,  the 
annual  cultural  program  at  the  Meet- 
ing House  in  New  Marlborough,  has 
scheduled  five  Saturdays  of  outstanding 
music — and  more — for  September  and 
October.  Programs  are  at  4:30pm. 

Pianist  Jung-Ja  Kim,  Sat.,  Sept.  6. 
This  internationally  acclaimed  pianist 
plays  music  by  Beethoven,  Chopin, 
Brahms,  Rachmaninoff  and  Ravel. 

The  Shanghai  Quartet,  Sat.,  Sept.  13. 
This  world-class  ensemble  performs  music 
by  Schubert,  Beethoven,  Samuel  Barber 
and  Chinese  composer  Zhou  Long. 

Clara,  Robert  and  Johannes:  A 
Concert  with  Narration,  Sat.,  Sept.  20. 
Actors  Eric  Hill  (Berkshire  Theatre 
Festival)  and  Ariel  Bock  join  noted 
musicians  in  a  concert  with  readings  of 
letters  by  Clara  and  Robert  Schumann 
and  others.  William  Hite,  tenor;  Judith 


Gordon,  piano;  Ronald  Gorevic,  violin; 
Matthias  Naegele,  cello. 

A  Late  Afternoon  of  Great  Jazz  and 
Fine  Wines,  Sat.,  Sept.  27.  A  jazz  concert 
with  singer  Tessa  Souter  and  the  Jason 
Ennis  Trio,  followed  by  a  wine  tasting 
hosted  by  Domaney's  with  food  accom- 
paniments by  Inn  on  the  Green. 

Award-Winning  Authors,  Sat.,  Oct  4. 
Mitchel  Levitas  of  the  New  York  Times 
hosts  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  biogra- 
pher Stacy  Scruff  (Vera:  Mrs.  Vladimir 
Nabokov);  novelist  Samantha  Hunt, 
(The  Invention  of  Everything  Else)  and 
Moustafa  Bayoumi  (How  Does  It  Feel  to 
be  a  Problem?). 

Ticket  prices  for  the  Shanghai  String 
Quartet  are  $30  for  non-members  and 
$25  for  members.  Other  events:  $25 
non -members,  $20  members.  For  tickets 
or  more  information,  call  229-2785. 


THANK  YOU  TO  RECENT  CONTRIBUTORS! 


We  appreciate  the  community's  support  and  generosity!  We'll  note  recent 

contributors  in  the  next  issue. 
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LAND  TRUST,  continued  from  page  1 

and  Connecticut. 

In  addition  to  the  fields  that  afford  panoramic  views 
of  the  Taconic  Range,  the  Howcien  land  includes  scat- 
tered wetlands  and  woods  along  the  Housatonic  River, 
an  important  habitat  for  wildlife.  The  farm  is  part  of 
the  Land  Trust's  Housatonic  River  Corridor  Initiative, 
Joining  the  Land  Trust  in  that  effort  are  The  Trustees 
of  Reservations,  stewards  of  Bartholomew's  Cobble, 
less  than  a  mile  down  the  road  and  The  Nature  Con- 
servancy. Other  protected  land  in  the  corridor  includes 
several  of  the  Land  Trust's  other  APR  projects:  Balsam 
Hill  Farm  and  Wolfe  Spring  Farm  on  Hewins  St.,  the 
Egerton  Farm  on  Rt.  7  across  from  the  Sunrise  Diner 
and  parts  of  the  Larkin  Farm  along  Rt.  7  and  Maple  Ave. 

The  Land  Trust  still  has  some  $50,000  to  raise  toward  the 
Howden  Farm  project. 

The  other  APR  that  the  Land  Trust  closed  on  in  July  is 
the  first  phase  in  a  project  that  will  protect  land  along  Bow 
Wow  Rd.  opposite  Mill  Pond  and  running  west  for  more 
than  a  mile.  The  Land  Trust  has  led  the  effort  to  acquire 
and  protect  the  land  (and  a  farmhouse)  in  three  separately 
owned  parcels,  with  assistance 
from  The  Nature  Conservancy 
and  the  Community  Land  Trust 
in  the  Southern  Berkshires. 

Included  in  this  phase  are 
40  acres  used  by  Ted  Dobson's 
Equinox  Farm,  which  grows 
mesclun,  arugula  and  other 
greens  available  in  many  local 
and  regional  restaurants  and 
food  stores.  This  parcel  had 
been  purchased  outright  by  the 
Land  Trust  in  2002  from  Steve 
Macchi  and  David  Preston  to 
facilitate  its  conservation  as  part 
of  the  larger  APR. 

The  next  phase,  71  acres,  will 
be  completed  later  this  fall  once 
two  family  estates  clear  probate.  It     twn  Restriction  for  237  acres  of  Howden  Farm 


Barbara  Hopson,  left,  representing  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  farm  owner  Bruce  How- 
den and  John  Wightman,  president  of  the  Land 
Trust,  at  the  closing  for  the  Agricultural  Preserva- 


Greenhouses  and  fields  for  Equinox  Farm's  crops  on  Bow  Wow  Rd. 

will  protect  the  rest  of  Equinox  Farm  and  another  farm,  Anna 
Mack's  Wild  and  Cultivated,  which  sells  flowers  to  consumers 
at  local  farmers'  markets  and  Guido's,  as  well  as  selling  directly 
to  many  area  event  and  wedding  planners.  Both  Wild  and 
Cultivated  and  Equinox  are  organic  farms. 

In  addition  to  protecting  two  farms  and  their  open  fields, 
the  Bow  Wow  Rd.  project  will  protect  many  acres  of  unbroken 
forest  stretching  west  toward  Mt.  Everett,  important  wildlife 
habitat  for  diverse  species.  The  forest  and  wetlands  also  filter 

and  protect  the  groundwater,  the  streams 
throughout  the  neighborhood  and  Mill 
Pond. 

The  Land  Trust  must  still  raise 
$112,000  to  protect  the  Bow  Wow  Rd. 
land. 

The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  was 
founded  in  1989  and  has  helped  pro- 
tect more  than  2,000  acres  of  farmland, 
wildlife  habitat  and  recreational  land. 
It  shares  an  office  on  LeGeyt  Rd.  with 
The  Nature  Conservancy,  in  a  house 
given  to  both  organizations  by  Carol 
Tatkon.  Anyone  interested  in  more 
information  on  the  organization  and 
its  projects  can  contact  the  Land  Trust 
at  229-0234,  shefland@bcn.net  or  P.O. 
Box  940,  Sheffield  MA  01257  or  www. 
sheffieldland.org  — Andrea  Scott 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  ELECTIONS,  continued  from  page  1 


to  collect  the  necessary  33  signatures  of  registered  voters  on 
their  nomination  petitions. 

Under  the  new  system,  the  towns  will  still  have  the 


CANDIDATES  FORTHE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Sheffield — 4  seats 

Andy  Fetterhoff 
Catherine  Miller 
John  (Jack)  Poliitt  * 
Scott  Sanes 
H.  Dennis  Sears 

Egremont — 2  seats 

Charles  B.  Flynn  * 
Stephen  P. Willig  * 

Monterey — 1  seat 

Deborah  D  Milke  * 

VitoValentini 

Alford — 1  seat 

Linda  Silvestri  * 

*  Currant  appointed  member 

New  Marlborough — 2 
seats 

Herbert  Abelow  * 
C.William  (Bill)  Dunsay 
Charles  McSpiritt  * 

same  number  of  seats  on  the  School  Committee,  a  number 
roughly  based  on  town  size.  Sheffield  thus  has  four  seats, 
Egremont  and  New  Marlborough  two  each,  and  Alford  and 
Monterey  one  each,  for  a  total  of  10.  Voters  from  each  town 
vote  for  candidates  from  all  five  towns. 

Six  residents  of  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls  filed  petitions 
by  the  deadline  for  wShefneld's  four  scats,  now  occupied  by  Jack 
Poliitt,  Eric  Blackburn,  David  Steindlcr  and  Susan  Young.  Pol- 
iitt and  Blackburn  had  been  appointed  to  the  Committee  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  in  June  of  this  year. 

The  candidates  from  all  the  towns  are  listed  in  the  box 
at  right.  Additional  candidates  could  run  through  the  use  of 
write-in  campaigns. 

Plans  arc  being  made  to  hold  a  forum  to  jntroduce  all  the 
candidates  to  the  voters,  ("heck  local  media  as  the  election  nears. 


Community  News 


GREENER  ON  BARNUM  ST.:  FROM  PASSIVE  SOLAR  TO  ACTIVE  SOLAR 


Those  of  us  who  were 
fortunate  enough 
to  know  Sheffield 
resident  Virginia  Drury 
remember  not  only  her 
charm,  wit  and  mini- 
sandwiches  but  also  her 
dedication  to  preserv- 
ing the  environment. 
Virginia,  who  died  in 
2005,  and  her  husband, 
Roger,  who  died  in 
1996,  donated  much 
of  their  land  along 
Barnum  St.  to  The 
Nature  Conservancy, 
and  today  the  Drury 
Trail  draws  walkers 
and  hikers  who  want  to 
experience  the  unique- 
ness ol  the  Schenob 
Brook  preserve. 

When  the  Drurys 
built  their  house  on 
Barnum  St.  in  1985, 
they  wanted  to  build  an  energy-efficient 
structure  but  technology  then  wasn't 
advanced  enough  to  make  a  totally  solar 
house  in  the  climate  of  western  Massa- 
chusetts. They  did  what  they  could.  They 
installed  a  solar  panel  to  heat  water  and 
added  extra  insulation  to  the  outer  walls. 


Solar  panels  on  the  Reinauer  house  on  Barnum  St. 


In  2003,  Virginia  sold  her  home  to 
Don  and  Judy  Reinauer  of  New  York. 
Don  and  Judy  originally  bought  the 
house  to  use  as  a  second  home  but  after 
a  short  time  Don,  a  pediatric  physician's 
assistant,  became  an  associate  partner  at 
the  Macony  Pediatric  Group  in  Great 
They  built  a  south-facing  solarium  with  a     Barrington  and  Sheffield  became  their 


slate  floor  to  collect  heat  during  the  day. 
Under  the  floor  is  an  eight-foot  deep  bin 
packed  with  stones  with  air  ducts  travers- 
ing it.  The  warm  air  was  ducted  into  the 
heating  system  and  supplemented  what 
was  heated  by  their  oil  furnace. 


permanent  residence.  Though  the  house 
was  now  theirs,  Don  and  Judy  felt  the 
influence  of  the  Drurys  throughout  their 
new  home. 

"I  wanted  to  carry  on  what  the 
Drurys  started,"  Don  said. "Judy  and  I 


are  concerned  about 
what  is  happening  to 
our  earth,  what  we 
humans  are  doing  to 
the  environment.  We 
wanted  to  reduce  our 
carbon  footprint  and 
also  save  money." 

Don  had  alwavs 
been  interested  in 
having  a  solar  home 
and  two  events  helped 
push  him  in  that 
direction. 

"I  know  it  may 
sound  corny,"  Don 
said,' but  Al  Gore's 
movie  made  a  real 
impression  on  us." 

The  second  event 
was  the  opening  of 
Grenergy  Solar  Store 
on  Route  7  in  Shef- 
field. Its  proximity  was 
the  spark  they  needed 
to  continue  the  greening  of  their  home. 
Don  and  Judy  had  obtained  estimates 
from  dealers  in  New  York  State  and 
Vermont.  But  they  ultimately  decided  they 
wanted  to  use  Brian  Torrico  of  Grenergy. 
"I  felt  it  was  important  to  deal  with  a 
local  person,"  Don  explained,  "who  would 
be  there  for  us  if  we  needed  him  and  I 
wanted  a  southern  Berkshire  solar  dealer 
to  succeed." 

Measuring  sunlight 

The  first  step  in  the  process  was 
measuring  the  sunlight.  Brian  Torrico 
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brought  a  modern-day  sundial  to  the 
Reinauer  house.  This  domed  gauge  did 
a  sunlight  exposure  assessment,  which 
measured  the  amount  of  sunlight  strik- 
ing  the  roof  at  all  times  of  the  day.  This 
would  allow  for  the  optimal  placement  of 
the  solar  panels  to  get  the  ideal  south- 
ern exposure.  Brian  also  predicted  the 
number  of  sunny  versus  cloudy  days  in 
the  southern  Berkshires  based  on  the  past 
few  decades  of  weather  history.  Finally,  he 
factored  in  differences  in  the  sun's  angle 
during  each  season. 

"Once  we  knew  how  much  sunlight 
hit  the  roof,  we  had  to  decide  how  many 
panels  we  wanted  to  invest  in,"  said  Don. 
"We  decided  that  we  wanted  to  gener- 
ate as  much  electricity  as  we  could.  We 
looked  at  our  electricity  usage  for  the 
past  12  months  so  we  knew  what  we 
needed.  A  larger  system  would  enable 
us  to  produce  enough  in  the  summer  to 
cover  most  of  the  cost  of  using  central 
air-conditioning.  In  the  winter  we  would 
have  a  surplus  and  be  able  to  supplement 
the  oil  heat  with  electricity." 

Before  putting  up  the  panels,  Don 
decided  to  reroof  the  southern -facing 
part  of  the  house  so  that  it  wouldn't 
have  to  be  redone  for  at  least  25  years. 
Roofer  Steve  Shmulsky  also  installed 
the  mounting  shoes  for  the  panels.  Then, 
28  photovoltaic  panels  were  attached 
to  the  roof.  They  will  generate  approxi- 
mately 7,200  kilowatts  of  electricity  per 
year.  Next,  Brian,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  father,  electrician  Tom  Torrico, 
connected  the  panels  to  an  inverter  that 
converts  the  solar  energy  into  usable 
household  current.  National  Grid, 
Sheffield's  power  company,  installed 
a  "net  meter"  in  the  house  that  spins 
backwards  when  the  system  makes  more 
power  than  is  used  and  this  excess  is 
sold  back  to  the  grid. 


Solar  payback 

The  biggest  drawback  to  installing  a 
large  solar  system  such  as  this  one  is  the 
initial  cost.  But  the  Reinauers  pointed  out 
that  there  are  many  financial  inducements 
to  going  green.  They  figure  the  system 
will  pay  for  itself  in  10  years,  assuming 
a  5  percent  increase  per  year  in  the  cost 
of  electricity — a  conservative  estimate 
since  the  cost  of  electric  power  in  western 
Massachusetts  has  risen  by  nearly  10 
percent  per  year  over  the  last  four  years. 
The  federal  government  allows  a  $2,000 
tax  credit  and  Massachusetts  a  $1,000  tax 
credit  for  installing  an  active  solar  system. 
In  addition,  Massachusetts  residents 
can  receive  a  grant  of  up  to  $10,000 
towards  the  purchase  of  a  system.  And 
if  the  system  is  actually  manufactured  in 
Massachusetts,  an  additional  $1,275  is 
granted  to  the  purchaser. 

Don  smiles  as  he  talks  about  his 
electric  bill. 

"National  Grid  currently  charges  17 
cents  per  kilowatt.  Let's  say  I  use  1,000 
watts  of  electricity  and  I  generate  960. 
I  pay  them  for  only  40  watts.  But  if  I 
generate  1,100  and  I  use  only  1,000,  they 
pay  me  at  the  rate  of  6  cents  per  kilowatt 
and  that  amount  is  deducted  from  my 
next  bill.  Last  summer,  my  electric  bill 
was  $190  a  month.  I  expect  my  next  bill 
to  be  $90.  And  when  our  central  air- 
conditioner  is  turned  off,  the  bills  will  be 
about  zero!" 

Don  and  Judy  are  passionate  in  their 
desire  to  live  a  greener  life.  They  believe 
that  if  everyone  did  their  part,  if  every- 
one recycled,  bought  more  fuel -efficient 
cars  and  used  fewer  natural  resources, 
we  would  be  better  able  to  sustain  our 
environment.  That  was  the  Drurys'  dream 
and  legacy.  Virginia  and  Roger  would 
have  been  very  proud  of  their  former 
home.  — Judith  Schumer 


SHEFFIELD  MAN  A 
SCHOOL'S  'ANGEL' 

Thanks  to  an  act  of  generosity  prompted 
by  a  TV  story  about  a  fire  at  a  school 
in  Illinois  in  2004,  a  Sheffield  man  has 
become  a  beloved  benefactor  of  dozens  of 
schoolchildren  almost  1,000  miles  away. 

Ed  Knapp,  known  by  his  young  cor- 
respondents as  "Grandpa  Ed,"  is  a  retired 
carpenter.  When  he  heard  about  the  fire 
in  Mt.  Morris,  IL,  he  said,'T  looked  in 
my  shop  and  found  some  rulers,  scissors, 
pencils,  pads,  pens  and  cards,  stuffed  a 
small  wooden  box  full  and  mailed  it  to  the 
school.  I  had  no  idea  who  would  get  it." 

About  two  months  later,  he  says,  he  got 
a  letter  from  Jan  Dietrich,  the  second-grade 
teacher  at  the  school.  Her  students  were 
thrilled  with  the  "Treasure  Box"  he'd  sent. 

Since  then  he  has  been  sending  a  large 
box  of  school  supplies  in  September. 
For  the  holidays  he  also  sends  wooden 
shoehorns,  which  he  makes  as  a  hobby. 
"I  sent  the  class  about  a  dozen  of  them — 
they  use  them  in  the  winter  to  help  get 
their  boots  on.  Jan  Dietrich  sends  a  list  of 
students'  names,  and  I  send  each  child  a 
shoehorn  tagged  with  their  name  and  the 
kind  of  wood  it  is  made  of." 

Ed  has  been  interviewed  by  local 
Illinois  papers  about  the  yearly  gifts  he 
sends  to  the  second-grade  class. 

"I  have  never  met  Jan  Dietrich,  nor 
any  of  the  kids,  but  feel  as  though  we  are 
dear  friends.  My  granddaughters,  Erica 
and  Elyse,  have  also  sent  the  class  lots  of 
books  and  supplies  as  well." 

Ed  is  getting  this  year's  box  of  school 
supplies  ready  to  send. 

"I'm  having  a  good  time  doing  what 
I'm  doing,  and  I  hope  that  I  can  make 
a  difference  in  those  lives.  When  you 
do  things  from  the  heart,  you  get  great 
rewards." 


REVERSE   MORTGAGE   CONSULTANT 

Jessica  Krupski 
(888)  229-9908  (TOLL  FREE) 
(413)  229-9908 
All  FHA  mortgage  programs  available 


ALLIED  HOME  MORTGAGE  CAPITAL  CORP. 

Main  office  88  Ryders  Lane.   Stratford,  CT  06614 


MISS  BRADFORDS? 

next  best  thing..... 

Great  Finds 

1 840  North  Main,  Rt.  7 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413) 528-8059 


Monday-Saturday  10-5,  Sunday  11-5 

COME  SEE  WHAT  YOuVe  BEEN  MISSING! 


Community  News 


THE  ANTIQUES  BUSINESS  IN  SHEFFIELD:  STILL  DOING  WELL  IN  2008 


The  bold  green  signs  on  both  sides  of 
Route  7  at  the  southern  end  of  Sheffield 
read"?  Separate  Antique  Shops,"  and  the 
arrows  point  towards  Ashley  Falls.  But  a 
drive  down  Main  St.  shows  that  the  only 
action  in  the  center  of  town  is  at  the  post 
office.  There  are  no  antique  shops  left. 
Across  from  the  post  office,  a  worn  sign 
still  declares  "Antiques,"  but  the  building  is 
shuttered.  Vollmer's  and  Abarbanels  are 
gone  and  Lewis  and  Mason,  which  still  has 
some  items  in  its  windows,  has  been  closed 
for  five  years.  Retirement,  death  and  the 
rerouting  of  Route  7  forever  changed  the 
antiques  business  in  Ashley  Falls. 

The  picture  is  brighter  in  Sheffield. 
Despite  a  faltering  economy  and  high 
gas  prices,  the  antiques  dealers  in  the 
rest  of  town  are  thriving.  Although  some 
businesses  have  closed,  others  are  moving 
here  or  opening  for  the  first  time  and, 
according  to  Brian  and  Lois  Levinson 
of  Tribeca  Antiques,  that  is  part  of  the 
natural  ebb  and  flow  of  the  business.  The 
Levinsons,  whose  shop  sells  moderately 
priced  antiques  and  collectibles,  say  that 
although  their  business  is  slightly  slower 
than  when  they  first  came  here  five  years 
ago,  they  have  had  a  relatively  good  year 
and  business  has  significantly  picked  up 
since  the  first  of  July. 

A  recent  article  in  the  travel  sec- 


tion of  the  New  York  Times  titled  "The 
$4.49-a-Gallon  Vacation"  featured  the 
Berkshires  as  a  great  outing  on  one  tank 
of  gas  from  Boston  and  several  Sheffield 
bed  and  breakfast  owners  agree  that  their 
businesses  are  doing  very  well  because 
people  are  taking  vacations  closer  to  home. 
Bruce  Howden,  whose  Howden  Farm  B 
&  B  is  on  Rannapo  Rd.,  says  that  he  is  as 
busy  as  he  was  in  past  years.  This  trans- 
lates as  good  news  for  the  antiques  dealers 
because,  as  Brian  Levinson  pointed  out, 
"People  still  have  discretionary  money.  The 
news  only  talks  about  doom  and  gloom,' 
but  many  people  still  take  vacations  and 
want  to  buy  things  for  their  homes." 

Larry  Solomon,  owner  of  Painted 
Porch  Antiques  and  vice-president  of  the 
Berkshire  County  Antiques  and  Art  Deal- 
ers Association,  agrees  with  that  upbeat 
view.  People  who  would  ordinarily  go  to 
Europe  and  shop  there  are  instead  coming 
to  the  Berkshires  and  buying  locally." I  was 
surprised,"  he  said/considering  how  recent 
events  have  impacted  every  segment  of 
the  economy,  how  well  my  business  and 
that  of  others  in  our  organization  have  not 
only  held  their  own  but  improved  over  the 
last  year."  Larry  attributes  this  partly  to 
being  lucky  in  the  type  of  customers  who 
patronize  this  area  but  mainly  to  the  fact 
that  dealers  who  consistendy  have  fresh 


Signs  along  Rte  7,  just  north  of  the  Sheffield  Green. 


inventory  do  well  because  so  many  of  them 
rely  on  repeat  customers. 

Susan  Silver  of  Susan  Silver 
Antiques  and  treasurer  of  the  dealers' 
association,  also  says  that  she  has  had  an 
"excellent  year."  She  attributes  her  success 
to  her  belief  that  people  are  coming  back 
to  quality  antiques.  "A  lot  of  customers 
are  saying  they  don't  want  to  do'  20th 
century  anymore.  They  have  found  that 
in  newer  items  wood  delaminates,  plastics 
crack  and  fabrics  deteriorate.  They  are 
coming  back  to  antiques  because  they 
want  excellent  quality.  There  is  a  finite 
amount  of  fine  antiques  available  and 
prices  are  skyrocketing." 

A  drive  along  Route  7  shows  some 
recent  changes.  Bruce  Sikora  Antiquar- 
ian moved  to  Lakeville,  CT,  and  his 
former  building  is  for  rent.  George  Reeves 
Leather,  which  also  sold  some  antiques, 
is  going  out  of  business  and  is  currendy 
having  a  50  percent  off  sale.  George  says 
his  business  had  a  significant  downturn 
this  past  year.  David  Good  of  David  Good 
Antiques  died,  but  Erik  Schutz  moved  his 
Great  Barrington  antiques  business  to  that 
spot.  The  Splendid  Peasant,  which  closed 
in  South  Egremont  several  vears  ago,  has 
reopened  next  to  Cupboards  and  Roses 
just  south  of  Root  Lane. 

The  big  red  building  that  housed 
Bradford  Antiques  and  Auctions  for 
many  years  is  getting  a  whole  new  life 
with  many  new  ventures,  thanks  to  the 
building's  new  owner,  Shaila  Prentice. 
Shaila  owns  Natural  Habitat,  which  sells 
handmade  Indian  textiles  and  fabrics,  and 
uses  part  of  the  building  for  her  whole- 
sale and  retail  business.  One  section  of 
the  building  will  soon  be  the  new  location 
of  Spill  the  Beans  Cafe. 

The  far  left  part  is  now  home  to 
two  new  antiques  businesses  that  will 
have  adjacent  rooms  in  one  large  space. 
The  front  part  is  Vivian  Kimmelman 
Antiques.  Vivian  also  owns  Berkshire 
Home  and  Antiques  in  Great  Barrington. 
The  rear  is  owned  by  Allegra  Graham 
and  is  a  brand  new  shop  named  Retrouve 
Antiques  and  Home  Decorations. 
Allegra,  who  is  the  owner  of  the  Stage- 
coach Tavern  and  Racebrook  Lodge  in 
Sheffield,  is  excited  about  her  new  venture. 


despite  the  gloomy  economic  predictions 
that  are  highlighted  in  the  news. 

"In  all  economic  times  people  want  to 
feather  their  nests,"  says  Allegra."We  feel 
our  enthusiasm  and  love  for  these  beauti- 
ful items  will  get  people  to  want  to  buy 
our  things."  Retrouve,  which  means  "found 
again"  in  French,  is  a  perfect  name  for  a 
store  whose  Italian  and  European  antiques 
have  been  "found  again"  in  a  new  location. 
Allegra  agrees  with  all  the  other  dealers 
who  say  that  Sheffield  is  "only  a  tank  away 
from  New  York  and  Boston.  People  will 
come."  The  signs  for  both  new  stores  should 
be  up  by  the  time  this  issue  is  distributed. 

What  about  the  effect  of  eBay  and  the 
Internet  on  the  antiques  market?  Brian 
Levinson  thinks  that  the  eBay  appeal  has 
peaked.  "People  like  human  contact.  They 
like  to  browse  and  touch.  They  also  like  to 
talk  and  learn  about  antiques."  Susan  Silver 
and  Larry  Solomon  are  part  of  a  website 
with  more  than  300  dealers  called "lstdibs. 
com."  It's  an  online  marketplace  for  the 
decorative  arts,  but  they  feel  it  will  never 
replace  their  "brick  and  mortar"  stores. 

Sheffield  is  still  the  "Antiques  Capital  of 
the  Berkshires"  and  the  future  looks  good. 

— Judith  Schumer 


ROUTE  7  BRIDGE  TO  HONOR  VETERANS 


Sheffield  will  soon  be  honoring  its 
veterans  with  a  memorial  bridge.  On 
June  30,  Governor  Deval  Patrick  signed 
a  bill  that  calls  for  "the  bridge  numbered 
on  Interstate  Highway  Route  7  spanning 
the  Housatonic  River  in  the  Town  of 
Sheffield"  to  be  "designated  and  known  as 


DEWEY  HALL  FOLK  SERIES 

The  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  celebrated  its  first 
anniversary  with  a  June  concert  by  founder 
Tom  Ingersoll  with  his  band  PoorYorick. 

The  series  features  regional  singer- 
songwriters  and  groups  and  is  held  on  the  first 
Saturday  of  every  month  at  Dewey  Hall.  (Dur- 
ing July  and  August  the  series  relocated  to  the 
Old  Parish  Church  since  the  Art  League  had  its 
show  in  Dewey  Hall.) 

The  music  is  performed  live  and  in  person, 
often  acoustically.  Donations  are  welcome. 
Upcoming  shows  include  The  Joint  Chiefs 
on  September  6  as  part  of  Sheffield  in  Cel- 
ebration; David  Hodge  and  the  Players  to 
Be  Named  Later  on  October  4;  Dianne  and 
Doreen  on  November  I.  Information  on 
upcoming  events  is  available  at  www.deweyhall. 
com,  or  email  deweyhallfolk@gmail.com. 


the  Sheffield  Veterans  Memorial  Bridge." 
Bridge  S- 10-034  crosses  the  Housatonic 
between  the  two  rest  areas  on  Route 
7  in  Ashley  Falls.  The  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Works  in  Lenox  is 
presently  creating  the  memorial  signs. 
Sheffield  American  Legion  Post-340 
began  the  process  by  submitting 
a  request  to  State  Representative 
William  'Smitty'  Pignatelli.  He 
in  turn  endorsed  the  proposal 
and  oversaw  the  lengthy  legisla- 
ture process  to  approval. 

The  Sheffield  American 
Legion  Post-340  invites  all  veter- 
ans and  the  public  to  the  dedica- 
tion on  Mon.,  Nov.  3,  at  10am  at 
the  bridge.  Representative  Pigna- 
telli, Sheffield  American  Legion 
members  and  other  officials  will 
be  participating.  Following  the 
dedication,  people  are  invited  to 
a  reception  at  Sheffield  Ameri- 
can Legion  Post  home  hosted  by 
the  Sheffield  American  Legion 
Ladies  Auxiliary. 

— Bruce  Pbilbrick 


Master  License 
#A9383 


Fully  Insured 
30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

41 3-229-2561 
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All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  ■  Beer  .  Wine  .  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


Community  News 


ROBARCE  SWORN  IN  AS  ASHLEY  FALLS  POSTMASTER 

If  you  were  on  the  Village  Green  in 
Ashley  Falls  on  July  1 1  at  1pm,  you 
were  among  the  friends,  family,  villagers, 
dignitaries  and  postal  executives  who 
gathered  to  participate  and  witness  the 
official  U.S.  postal  service  installation  of 
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Karen  Roharge  being  sworn  in  with  the 
help  of  her  children  who  held  the  bible. 


Karen  Robarge  as  Postmaster  of  Ashley 
Falls,  Massachusetts  01222. 

With  left  hand  on  her  heart  and 
right  hand  on  a  bible  held  by  her  son 
and  daughter,  Karen  swore  to  uphold 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  of   . 
America  without  malice,  treason  or  men- 
tal reservation.  It  was  the  same  oath,  same 
wording  that  Benjamin  Franklin,  first 
Postmaster  of  the  United  States,  swore  to 
230  years  ago.  We  in  the  audience  were 
well  moved,  and  Karen  appeared  to  be 
crying.  As  Postmaster,  she  would  need 
to  be  the  responsible,  compassionate 
leader  of  those  who  serve  with  her,  but 
the  Ashley  Falls  PO  is  mostly  a  one-man 
show,  and  Karen  wasn't  crying,  just  a  bug 
got  in  her  eye  and  was  irritating  it,  but  I 
still  think  she  was  crying! 

As  Postmaster,  no  one  worked  harder 
than  Karen  to  produce  the  whole  event: 
at  7am  that  morning  she  was  setting  up 
the  tables  and  chairs.  Perhaps  Karen 
was  crying  because  she  was  tired,  it  was 
Friday,  she  was  standing  on  the  Village 
Green  in  high  heels,  and  all  the  effort  put 
into  the  event  was  done  and  it  was  great. 
The  food  was  good,  the  day  was  beautiful 
and  the  music  made  everyone  happy. 


Officially  the  Ashley  Falls  Village 
Improvement  Society  cohosted  the  event 
with  the  Postal  Service,  our  first  local/ 
federal  collaboration.  The  Improve- 
ment Society  was  a  little  nervous;  we've 
become  a  rather  informal  organization 
in  need  of  people  and  lacking  protocol. 


The  U.S.  Postal  Service  is  still  viewed  as 
one  of  the  last  great  bureaucratic,  highly- 
structured,  civil  service  institutions. 
Luckily,  Karen  did  most  everything  so 
we  just  showed  up. 

The  Ashley  Falls  Village  Improve- 
ment Society  and  Bartholomew's 
Cobble,  being  the  only  two  nonreligious 
organizations  in  Ashley  Falls,  were  both 
presented  with  a  commemorative  stamp 
plaque;  everyone  was  impressed  and  lots 
of  pictures  were  taken. 

— Richard  Chernejf 


CHRIST  CHURCH/TRINITY  AUCTION 

On  Oct.  I  I  from  8am  to  3pm,  community  members  and 
visitors  will  have  the  chance  to  acquire  specialty  items, 
antiques,  merchandise  certificates,  one-of  a-kind  services 
and  lots  of  bargains  while  supporting  the  good  works  of  a 
local  church. 

What  has  become  an  anticipated  yearly  event  at  Christ 
Church  Episcopal/Trinity  Lutheran  Church,  at  the  corner 
of  Route  7  and  Maple  Ave.,  is  one  of  the  largest  silent 
auctions  in  Berkshire  County. While  it's  too  early  to  say 
how  many  lots  will  be  available,  event  chair  Dennis  Sears 
predicts  that  buyers  will  once  again  be  very  pleased  and 
rewarded  by  including  this  auction  in  their  Columbus  Day 
Weekend  plans. 

To  assist  busy  buyers,  house  bids  will  be  available  from 
8am  to  noon  for  those  who  wish  to  stop  by  early,  leave  a 
bid  and  know  their  bids  will  be  executed  incrementally  in 
their  absence.  Successful  bidders  will  be  notified  by  phone 
and  merchandise  pickup  will  be  on  Oct. I  I,  beginning  at 
6pm,  and  on  Sun.,  Oct.  12. 

Any  member  of  the  community  wishing  to  donate  items 
or  services  to  the  Silent  Auction  may  call  229-3534  or 
229-88 1 1 .  Donation  letters  are  available. 


GOOD  SAMARITAN  BENEFIT 

We  keep  hearing  that  this  winter  is  going  to  be  a  difficult 
one  for  many  because  of  higher  heating  oil  prices  and  food 
prices  and  lost  jobs.  The  Good  Samaritan  Fund,  a  community 
assistance  fund  handled  by  Sheffield's  churches,  helps  families 
in  need  pay  utility  bills  or  buy  food.  To  help  bolster  the  fund 
for  the  coming  season,  the  Sheffield  Friendly  Union,  working 
with  the  Old  Parish  Mission  Committee  and  other  sponsors,  is 
sponsoring  a  fund-raiser. 

The  event  will  be  a  concert  by  the  Woods  Tea  Company,  a 
group  that  performs  Celtic  tunes,  sea  shanties,  bluegrass  and 
folk  songs,  using  instruments  from  banjos,  bouzoukis  and 
bodhrans,  to  guitars,  ukelele,  hammered  dulcimer  and  feet. 
It  will  be  held  at  Old  Parish  Church  on  Sun.,  Nov.  9,  at  2pm. 
Refreshments  will  be  served  in  the  Fellowship  Room.  A  freewill 
offering  will  be  taken. 

Richard  iMagenis,  the  fund's  administrator,  says, "The  greater 
Sheffield  community  has  been  very  generous  in  supporting  the 
Good  Samaritan  Fund  and,  given  the  current  energy  crisis  and 
weak  economy,  its  services  will  be  needed  this  winter." 

If  you  want  to  help  sponsor  this  concert  with  your  time  or 
money  and  help  insure  that  the  entire  offering  can  go  Do  the  Fund, 
call  Priscilla  Cote  at  229-7907  or  Pauline  Schumann  at  229-8149. 
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TALKS  BEGIN  ON  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS  COLLABORATING 


Selectmen  from  the  five  towns  in  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District — Alford,  Egremont,  Monterey, 
New  Marlborough  and  Sheffield — and 
the  chair  of  the  School  Committee, 
Herb  Abelow,  one  of  New  Marlbor- 
ough's two  representatives  on  the  com- 
mittee, sat  down  together  at  Sheffield 
Town  Hall  on  July  17  to  discuss  the 
possibility  of  collaboration  between 
Southern  Berkshire  and  the  Berkshire 
Hills  Regional  School  District.  That 
district  comprises  the  towns  of  Great 
Barrington,  Stockbridge  and  West 
Stockbridge. 

The  meeting,  convened  by  the 
Sheffield  selectmen — Julie  Hannum, 
David  Macy  and  Jim  Collingwood — 
came  in  response  to  the  overwhelming 
passage  by  the  voters  of  the  Berkshire 
Hills  district  in  May  of  a  non-binding 
resolution  that  approved  the  addition 
of  one  or  more  new  member  towns  as  a 
cost-saving  measure. 

At  the  meeting,  speaker  after 
speaker  said  that,  given  the  need  to 
keep  school  district  assessments  and 


property  taxes  down,  some  sort  of 
resource-  or  cost-sharing  arrangement 
between  the  two  districts  should  be 
explored.  The  possibilities  range  from 
sharing  some  services,  equipment  or 
other  facilities  to  combining  the  two 
administrations  under  a  single  superin- 
tendent (known  as  a'superintendency 
union")  to  a  full-fledged  merger  of  the 
two  districts. 

Hannum,  chair  of  the  Sheffield  Board 
of  Selectmen,  noted  that  the  school  dis- 
tricts for  Williamstown  and  Lanesboro 
had  recently  entered  into  a  superinten- 
dency  union  for  their  elementary  schools. 

Abelow  reported  that  the  School 
Committee  had  already  approved  his  con- 
tacting Stephen  Bannon,  his  counterpart 
at  Berkshire  Hills,  to  discuss  possible 
initiatives.  He  said  he  would  arrange  a 
meeting  with  Bannon  and  report  back  to 
the  Selectmen. 


BUY  LOCAL! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses. Tell 
them  you  read  about  them  in  the  Times'. 


Abelow  recommended  that  the 
discussions  be  at  the  school  committee 
level  and  that  the  two  districts  should 
proceed  slowly  and  cautiously.  He  said 
that  while  he  was  "prepared  to  sit  down 
and  look  at  every  avenue  of  collabora- 
tion," a  full-blown  merger  was  not  his 
first  priority. 

Selectman  Jonathan  Sylbert  of 
Monterey  emphasized  the  need  to  act 
promptly  for  a  superintendency  union  to 
happen,  since  Southern  Berkshire  now 
has  an  interim  superintendent  serving 
a  one-year  term  and  Berkshire  Hills' 
superintendent  is  retiring  at  the  end  of 
the  2008-2009  school  year. 

The  Dept.  of  Education  recom- 
mended that  the  SBRSD  study  a  super- 
intendency union  back  in  April.  Sheffield 
Town  Administrator  Joe  Kellogg  said 
that  state  funds  might  be  available  to 
finance  a  study  of  the  pros  and  cons  of 
the  various  possible  collaborations. 

The  three  towns  in  the  Berkshire 
Hills  district  had  not  met  as  of  press 
time,  but  are  expected  to  hold  a  similar 


meeting  soon. 


-Peter  Rowntree 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
<  >ffice  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Li' 
u J i field  County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit 
our  website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate. 
com,  e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call 
us  at  413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 
Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  tours: 

Tuesday,  Wednesday  &  Saturday,  1 1  am  to  4  pm  (May-Oct.) 

Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of  common  people  from  the 

Revolutionary  generation  onward,  including  the  intriguing 

history  of  the  Sheffield  For)'  for  whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  &  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  year  round, 

Monday  &  Friday  1:30-4  pm  and  by  appointment. 

Email:  mdtc@shefficldhistory.org 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  town  green 

functions  as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space. 

Open  weekends,  Saturday,  10  am  to  2  pm 

&  Sunday,  1 1  am  to  3  pm  (April-Dec.) 

159  Main  Street  |  PO  Box  747  |  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.2694  |  shs@shefTteldhistory.org 

www.SheffieldHistory.org 


Community  News 


CHURCH  NEWS 

Sheffield  Food  Program 

Light  after  the  storm:  just  as  the  rains 
of  this  summer  seemed  never  to  end, 
the  shelves  of  the  Food  Program  never 
seemed  to  fill  up.  But  in  early  August  the 
Bear  Care  Golf  Tournament  called;  then 
Bob  Law  called;  and  lastly,  two  people 
gave  us  cash. 

Every  year,  the  Bear  Care  Tourna- 
ment collects  cans  and  boxes  of  food  for 
the  three  pantries  in  South  County.  This 
year  we  received  more  than  eight  cases  of 
cereal,  rice  and  pasta,  can  s  of  vegetables 
and  fruit,  pasta  sauce,  salad  dressing  and 
even  some  toiletries. 

Bob  Law,  in  explaining  the  Depres- 
sion setting  of  Annie,  Jr.,  to  his  drama 
camp  performers,  made  a  connection 
with  the  world  of  2008.  The  kids  started 
bringing  in  food  for  the  Sheffield  Pro- 
gram and  gave  a  $1  discount  on  tickets  if 


food  was  brought  to  the  door.  By  the  end 
of  the  show,  they  had  collected  an  incred- 
ible amount  of  food  and  drink,  filling  the 
three  shelves  of  the  rolling  cart  twice. 

The  cash  will  go  toward  purchasing 
the  hamburger,  chicken,  and  hot  dogs  we 
pass  out  every  month. 

If  you  wish  to  help  out,  drop  off 
grocery  store  items  in  the  barrel  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Berkshire  Bank  branch  in 
Sheffield.  Checks  may  be  written  to  Old 
Parish  Church  (write  "Sheffield  Food 
Assistance  Program"  on  the  memo  line), 
P.O.  Box  387,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

On  the  Food  Programs  fall  wish  list: 
paper  goods,  tuna,  soup,  canned  fruit, 
peanut  butter  and  jelly. 

Food  Program  volunteers  Phyllis  Joyce, 
Agnes  Salvan,  Alicia  Brazie  and  Judy 
Schnurr  put  away  donated  food. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 

Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denomi- 
national), 355  Clayton  Rd.  229-8560:  parsonage 
(860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School 
(ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery 
care  provided.  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr., 
Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  1156  Ashley 
Falls  Rd.  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Betty 
LeGeyt,  Pastor 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstruc- 
tionist),  North  St.  528-4197.  Friday,  8pm  & 
Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week. 
Schedules  are  updated  weekly  on  the  answering 
machine,  including  special  services 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd.  528- 
6378.  Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service.  Saturday: 
10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi 
Deborah  Zecher.  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  S.  Berkshire. 

Meets  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main 
St.  528-4850;  home  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm 
service.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran,180 

Main  St.  229-881  I.Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy 
Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care; 
Thursday:  10am  Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev. 
Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route  7 
&  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist,  640  North  Main  St.  229-0400.  Sun- 
day: 9:45am  Sunday  School:  10:45am  Worship 
Service;  6pm  Evening  Service;  Wednesday:  7pm 
Bible  Study.  Barton  Keller,  Pastor 

Old  Parish  (Congregational).  125  Main  St.  229- 
8173.  Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Sunday  School. 
10am.  Rev.  Jill  Graham.  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave. 
229-3028.  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass:  Sunday:  Shef- 
field 7:30am,  9am  Masses:  Mill  River  10:30  Mass. 
Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational).  1970  N. 
Main  St.  528-2911.  www.sheffieldchapel.org. 
Sunday:  10:45am  Morning  Worship,  9:30am 
Sunday  School  for  all  ages.  Wednesdays:  Group 
Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor:  George  Karl 
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Rustic  Alternative 

(413)229-2916 
www.rblodge.com 


Chintz-Free 

Rustic 

Mountain  Lodge 
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Fine  Victuals  -  Ardent  Spirits 

(413)229-8585 
www.stuKecoachtavern.nei 


"What  comfort  food 
should  be..."  ZAGAT 
"Moodily  Elegaa  f" 

c  lie  I'mou  <$lobe 
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(413)229-2916 
www.bamspacc.ncl 


Retreats 

and 
Events 


854  &  864  S.  Under  mountain  Rd.  /  Rt  41,  Sheffield,  MA 


silk's  variety 

Beer/wine/spirits 
and  much  more!! 


107 \Moin  Street 
Sheffield)  JWA 
4~13.ZZ3.8702 
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OLD  PARISH  EVENTS 

Bells  ring  in  Sheffield  as  a  call  for 
action  on  climate  change 

Top  left:  As  part  oj  a  global 
awareness  movement  known  as  350. 
org,  members  oj  Old  Parish  Church 
rang  bells  350  times  on  July  6  to  call 
Sheffield  to  take  action  against  global 
warming  and  reduce  carbon  dioxide 
in  the  atmosphere  to  350  parts  per 
million.  Rung  intermittently  were  the 
church's  1824  bell,  the  1860  bell  and 
many  cow  bells — a  reminder  that  at 
heart  we  are  a  farming  community. 
The  1860  bell  was  cast  in  Sheffield, 
England,  jor  the  Sheffield  Methodist 
Church  and  currently  resides  in  the 
garden  between  the  Old  Stone  Store 
and  Town  Hall. 

Antiques  Show  a  success 

Bottom  left:  The  60th  annual  Old 
Parish  Antiques  Show,  held  at  Mt. 
Everett  High  School  on  Aug.  8  to 
10,  featured  29  dealers  from  the 
Northeast  and  beyond,  a  new  record. 
Attendance  at  the  show  was  brisk. 
Money  the  church  makes  from  the 
event  goes  to  church  projects. 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


SHEFFIELD  LAND  TRUST 

Annual  Fall  Property  Walk 

Saturday,  October  4,  1  to  2:30pm 
fa   Join    the    Land   Trust    for    a    guided 
walk  on  privately  conserved  land  fa  See 
the   cobble   at    1250    Berkshire   School 
Road   fa  Hosted   by  Twiggs  Meyers   fa 
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Realtors  &  Developers 

Mary  Alice  Welch 

Broker  Associate 

office  413-229  0330    fax  413  229  0399 
residence  413-229-7776 

I'O  hox  909,  HI  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  Massachusetts  01257 
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Sheffield  „ 

jand  1  rust 

HELP  US  FIGHT  INVASIVES! 

1  HelptheSheffieldLandTrustandtheNew 
England  Wild  Flower  Society  clear  plant 
intruders  from  the  conserved  land  next  to 
the  cemetery  on  Salisbury  Road  on  Sept. 
1 5,  29  and  30, 1 0am  to  3pm.  Look  for  signs,  fk 

Call  229-0234  for  more  on  these  events. 
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Community  News 


DOCUMENT  CACHE  OFFERS  GLIMPSES  OF  OLD  ASHLEY  FALLS  QUARRY 


Several  years  ago,  Grace  and  Brady  Brown  acquired  the  old 
Ashley  Falls  quarry  oft  Route  7 A  and  converted  one  of  its 
buildings  into  a  unique  and  lovely  cottage.  A  small  summer- 
house  sits  on  the  edge  of  the  old  quarry.  Now  rilled  with  water 
and  bordered  by  trees,  it's  known  as  Ashley  Pond. 

Old  papers  reposed  long  forgotten  in  some  box  files  in 
the  old  quarry  office.  Some  were  in  such  poor  condition  that 
they  crumbled  when  handled  and  could  not  be  saved.  From 
the  thousands  of  documents,  a  collection  of  papers  has  been 
salvaged  and  compiled  in  two  volumes  that  have  been  placed 
on  permanent  loan  at  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society.  The 
collection  begins  with  handwritten 
documents  in  1899  and  extends  to 
the  time  of  the  fire  that  destroyed 
the  Southern  Berkshire  Marble  Co. 
in  1916.  It's  the  culmination  of  many 
months  of  cleaning,  sifting,  sorting, 
classifying  and  final  arrangement. 

The  collection  includes  early  and 
recent  pictures,  many  contributed  by 
Grace  Brown  and  some  by  Fred  Hall, 
that  create  a  "before  and  after"  sense 
of  what  has  happened  to  this  piece  of 
Ashley  Falls.  Some  photos  show  the 
fire  that  destroyed  the  quarry  plant, 
others  the  renovation  process  under- 
taken by  the  Browns. 

The  invoices,  receipts,  freight 
bills,  tax  and  medical  forms,  correspondence,  utility  costs,  rents, 
payrolls,  and  prices  of  goods  and  services  offer  an  interesting 
glimpse  of  activities  of  the  quarry  and  its  effect  on  the  Ashley 
Falls  townspeople.  The  documents  show  an  active  village 
economy  with  a  large  and  busy  railroad  passenger  and  freight 
station,  several  stores,  and  gristmill  in  addition  to  the  quarry. 

Some  of  the  old  bills  of  lading  show  that  coal  was  brought 
directly  from  the  mines  in  Pennsylvania  and  sent  by  rail  to 
Ashley  Falls.  Some  show  receipts  for  work  done  by  local 
teamsters  and  blacksmiths.  Others  tell  us  that  carloads  of  sand 
were  shipped  by  rail  from  Connecticut  shore  towns  for  use  as 
abrasives  on  the  polisher. 

There  are  correspondence  and  invoices  from  other  busi- 
nesses, local  and  far  away,  with  which  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Marble  Company  did  business.  Extensive  and  often  frustrating 
correspondence  paint  a  picture  of  the  difficulties  encountered 
and  involved  in  any  repair,  and  replacement  parts  for  machinery 
or  equipment  sometimes  requiring  blueprints.  The  documents 
include  a  collection  of  most  unusual  letterheads  and  ornate 
handwriting.  There  are  applications  for  employment.  Older 
residents  will  recognize  many  names  on  the  old  payroll  sheets. 

The  quarry  was  a  big  business  at  the  time.  Huge  gang  saws 
turned  out  varying  thickness  of  marble  slabs,  cut  for  win- 
dowsills,  steps,  building  blocks,  ornamentation  and  cemetery 
monuments.  We  sec  that  a  branch  office  was  opened  in  New 
York  City,  and  Ashley  Falls  Marble  was  used  as  fast  as  it  could 


FROM  A  CLIPPING  FOUND  IN  THE 
RECORDS  (SOURCE  UNKNOWN) 

"The  Ashley  Falls  Marble  Co.  was  founded 
in  1 876  on  a  tract  of  land  known  as  "school 
house  woods"  owned  by  Dr.  Scoville.  Its  initial 
business  was  the  production  of  marble  build- 
ing accessories  and  stair  treads.  In  1916,  the 
buildings  burned  to  the  ground  and  brought  to 
a  stop  the  principle  industry  in  the  area,  which 
provided  jobs  to  approximately  50  people. 
Following  the  fire,  the  quarry  re-opened  to 
produce  crushed  stone,  which  was  recast  for 
building  purposes.  In  1946  the  quarry,  then 
known  as  the  Southern  Berkshire  Marble  Co., 
was  the  only  active  quarry  in  the  area." 


be  cut  and  shipped  to  building  firms  in  the  city,  New  Jersey  and 
other  areas. 

Some  of  our  Ashley  Falls  marble  was  used  in  the  capital 
building  in  Albany,  NY,  and  several  government  buildings  in 
Washington,  DC.  A  great  many  of  the  soldiers'  markers  in  the 
Arlington  National  Cemetery  came  from  this  quarry.  A  letter 
of  inquiry  about  Ashley  Falls  marble  for  the  Lincoln  Memorial 
is  in  this  collection.  (Further  information  on  Sheffield  marble  is 
contained  in  the  Washington  Monument  files  at  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society.) 

The  disastrous  fire  of  1916  destroyed  the  quarry  buildings 

and  production  was  halted.  The  saws 
were  never  replaced.  In  later  years, 
building-quality  stone  ran  out,  and 
stone  crushers  were  installed.  Stone 
powder  from  the  quarry  was  bagged 
and  sold  for  agricultural  limestone 
as  late  as  World  War  II.  The  quarry- 
shut  down  shortly  thereafter  when 
it  was  destroyed  by  another  fire  (see 
clipping  at  left). 

We  who  have  scanned  the  papers 
have  a  deep  personal  interest  in  the 
old  quarry.  We  grew  up  near  it,  with 
abiding  respect  for  the  unfenced  pit. 
All  through  our  childhood  we  heard 
the  echoing  warning  shouts  that  a 
blast  was  about  to  be  detonated. 
We  often  found  sizeable  chunks  of  white  stone  embedded  in 
our  play  area  where  the  blasts  had  thrown  them.  Our  sandbox 
always  had  the  whitest  sand. 

The  house  we  grew  up  in  was  a  "quarry  house,"  built  in  the 
early  1900s,  one  of  two  identical  two-family  houses  built  by 
Edwin  Chamberlain  of  Willimantic,  CT,  for  use  of  the  quarry 
workers.  George  Hall,  our  grandfather,  purchased  one  of  the 
houses  and  converted  it  to  a  single -family  home  and  raised 
six  children  there.  One  son,  William,  our  father,  remained 
in  Ashley  Falls  as  a  partner  in  the  Ashley  Falls  Monumental 
Works.  (Its  shop  was  located  on  a  railroad  property  near  the 
crossing  between  Rt.  7A  and  School  St.,  directly  opposite  the 
old  railroad  station  site.) 

Our  parents  remained  in  the  house  for  several  years  until 
they  built  a  new  home  and  moved  the  monument  business 
to  East  Main  St.  After  Bill's  death  in  1970,  the  business  was 
purchased  by  Webster  Newkirk  and  moved  to  Canaan,  where 
it  is  now  operated  by  Robert  Palmer.  Both  the  "quarry"  houses 
stand  as  built,  at  126  and  140  East  Main  St.,  with  the  exception 
of  a  demolished  porch  on  number  126.  Both  have  had  several 
owners  over  the  years. 

Most  of  this  information  is  from  our  own  recollections, 
along  with  some  contributions  by  Fred  Hall,  Canaan  Historian, 
who  celebrated  his  100th  birthday  on  May  23,  2007.  He  was 
one  of  the  six  children  raised  in  the  quarry  house.  Our  thanks 
to  him.  — PrisciUa  Rucgcr  and  Natalie  H.  Funk 
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UPDATE  ON  CENTURY  ACQUISITIONS^  PROPOSED  ASPHALT  PLANT 


As  of  press  rime,  Cenrury  Acquisitions 
had  not  filed  again  with  the  Sheffield  Zon- 
ing Board  of  Appeals  (ZBA)  for  a  special 
permit  application  to  build  a  hot  mix 
asphalt  plant  at  its  batch  concrete  plant 
on  Clayton  Rd.  It  withdrew  its  previous 
application  without  prejudice  in  February. 
According  to  the  state  Dept.  of  Environ- 
mental Protection,  the  company  has  not 
yet  filed  for  the  required  air  quality  permit. 

In  a  related  matter,  the  No  Asphalt! 
Defense  Fund,  through  its  lawyer 
Elisabeth  Goodman,  asked  the  building 
inspector,  Tom  Carmody,  to  take  action 
on  four  activities  that  neighbors  and 
concerned  citizens  believed  were  violations 
of  the  zoning  by-laws  by  extending  beyond 


FARM  DAY  AT  NAUMKEAG 

Join  The  Trustees  of  the  Reservations 
(TTOR)  for  some  family  fun  at  the 
historic  barn  at  Naumkeag  on  Sat, 
Sept.  6  from  I  -4pm:  pony  rides,  farm 
animals,  an  antique  tractor,  ice  cream, 
games.Admission  is  $20  per  car 
load;  free  for  members  of  TTOR  For 
information,  4 1 3-298-3239  x3000. 


the  nonconforming  uses  grandfathered  in 
when  zoning  laws  took  effect  15  years  ago. 
Century  acquired  the  plant  in  2000. 

Carmody  conducted  a  site  visit  and 
deemed  it  unnecessary  to  issue  a  cease  and 
desist  order.  An  appeal  was  filed  on  Aug. 
21  asking  the  ZBA  to  overturn  that  deter- 
mination and  prohibit  three  of  the  four 
activities  until  special  permits  have  been 
granted  by  the  ZBA.  These  activities  are: 
1)  an  increase  in  hours  of  operation  and 
production;  2)  operating  a  new  business 
on  site,  Metcalf  Paving;  and  3)  bulk  stor- 
age of  asphalt  shingles,  materials  unrelated 
to  a  batch  concrete  plant.  The  fourth 
activity  involved  reports  that  Century  was 
planning  to  bring  in  equipment  to  dredge 
deeper  into  the  ground,  which  the  group 
is  concerned  might  negatively  affect  the 
water  table  and  surrounding  wells.  It  was 
not  appealed,  since  it  had  been  included  in 
the  original  request  to  make  the  building 
inspector  aware  of  the  possible  plan. 

The  appeal  cites  Zoning  By-Law  Sec- 
tion 5.2,  which  requires  a  special  permit 
for  any  "alteration,  change,  or  substantial 
extension"  of  a  nonconforming  use. 


Eric  Carlson,  ZBA  chair,  has  scheduled 
a  hearing  for  October  21. 

Also,  on  Aug.  12,  the  ZBA  adopted 
rules  and  regulations  designed  to  inform 
applicants  and  the  public  about  procedural 
and  other  matters  relating  to  applications. 

[Note:  The  ZBA  currently  has  three  mem- 
bers. Eric  Carlson,  chair,  Bart  Elsbach,  vice- 
chair  and  Peter  Rowntree,  clerk.  The  Town 
is  awaiting  approval  of  the  warrant  adopted 
by  voters  at  the  May  town  meeting  that  will 
increase  the  size  to  a  five-person  board.] 


CONSIGNMENT  SALE  OF 
KIDS'  STUFF 

The  Children's  Attic  will  hold  South 
County's  largest  children's  and 
maternity  consignment  sale  on  Sat., 
Oct.  4, 9am-4pm  and  Sun.,  Oct.  5, 
9am-noon  at  the  Housatonic  Com- 
munity Center,  Main  St.,  Housatonic. 
Over  150  families  will  be  selling  all 
types  of  quality,  gently  used  children's 
items  including  fall/winter  clothing 
(sizes  newborn  to  1 6),  toys,  books, 
baby  items,  maternity  clothing.  Call 
528-93 11x17  for  information. 


SAVE  THE  DATE! 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  11,  8am  -  3pm 

SILENT  AUCTION 

Over  150  lots 

Fine  Antiques  •  Silver  &  Glass  •  China  &  Linens  •  Art 

Household,  Garden  &  Exercise  Items 

Fabulous  &  Useful  Gift  Certificates 

86  Much  More! 

® 

Christ  Church  Episcopal  / 

Trinity  Lutheran  Church 

Corner  of  Route  7  &  Maple  Avenue 

Lots  of  free  parking  •  No  admission  charge 

m 

Lunch  Available 
Quilt  Raffle  Tickets  Available 


83 


HOUSE  BIDS  available  till  NOON! 

Let  us  execute  your  bids  while  you  enjoy  the  day. 
Make  this  your  first  stop  on  Saturday. 


•V.<i 


All  successful  bidders  notified  by  phone. 

Pickup:  Oct.  11,  6  -  8:30pm 

&  Oct.  12,  10am  -  2pm 


An  Investment  in 

the  Community  is  an 

Investment  in  our 

Quality  of  Life. 


BerksfhreBank 


America's  Most  EXciting  Bank 

Berksm 

Insurance  Group.  Inc. 


Member  FDIC 


www.bfiksliircbank.com 


Member  DIF 


Banking  *  Investment  *  Insurance  *   Wealth  Management 


investment  l 


( deposit  or  guaranteed. 


Community  News 


SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION  FEATURES  VENDORS,  FOOD,  MUSIC,  MORE 

members  of  the  Sheffield  Hose  Company.  Tickets  are  $25  ($5 
for  a  ehildrens'  menu).  Tickets  are  available  at  the  door,  or  in 
advance  from  any  Kiwanian  or  member  of  the  Fire  Dept.,  as 
well  as  at  Greta's  Market  and  Silk's  Variety  in  Sheffield  and 
Sears  in  Great  Barrington.  Diners  will  be  entertained  with  live 
music.  The  roast  andsilent  auction  will  take  place  from  5-7:30. 

Concert  at  Dewey  Hall.  At  8pm,  head  over  to  Dewey 
Hall  in  the  center  of  Sheffield  for  more  music  with  the  Joint 
Chiefs,  a  popular  trio  from  Salisbury,  CT.  Eliot  Osborn, 
Louise  Lindenmeyr  and  George  Potts  combine  strong  singing 
over  instrumentation  woven  with  guitar,  mandolin,  bass  and 
Osborn's  footbox  (a  plywood  enclosure  with  a  microphone 
inside  that  he  plays  with  his  feet).  Their  material  includes  their 
own  songs  and  covers  of  artists  ranging  from  Louis  Jordan  to 
Joni  Mitchell  to  Bruce  Springsteen. 

The  Sheffield  in  Celebration  committee  hopes  that  every- 
one will  come  and  have  a  good  time.  The  committee  would  like 
to  thank  the  corporate  sponsors  Sheffield  Plastics,  Sheffield 
Pottery  and  Salisbury  Bank  &  Trust,  and  all  the  other  busi- 
nesses, organizations  and  individuals  whose  contributions  have 
made  the  celebration  possible. 

For  more  information  or  to  inquire  about  vendor  and 
exhibitor  space,  contact  Dave  Smith  Sr.,  at  229-9956.  For  the 
Food  Court  and  Market,  contact  Barb  Davidson  at  229-8091. 

Old  Parish  Church 
quitters  will  award 


On  the  first  weekend  after  Labor  Day,  it's  the  S"1  annual 
Sheffield  in  Celebration.  Most  of  the  events  of  the  popular 
local  festival  will  take  place  on  Sat.,  Sept.  6  at  the  Town  Park 
oft  Miller  Ave.  The  Sheffield  Fair  has  expanded  its  hours  and 
changed  its  location  this  year  because  of  the  construction  on 
the  green.  Hours  are  from  noon  to  6pm.  Look  for  signs  on  Rt. 
7  just  north  of  the  center  of  Sheffield  to  find  the  park.  The 
park  provides  ample  space  for  expanded  children's  activities, 
agricultural  exhibits  and  animals  and  a  tribute  in  honor  of 
Sheffield's  275th  anniversary. 

The  fair  will  feature  a  wide  range  of  things  to  do  and  see: 

Vendors  and  community  organizations.  Classic  cars  will 
be  on  display.  Some  two  dozen  local  craftspeople,  organiza- 
tions and  community  groups,  as  well  as  the  Town  of  Sheffield, 
will  be  selling  wares  or  providing  informational  displays.  Old 
Parish  Church  will  be  raffling  a  quilt  (see  below). 

Kids'  activities.  Children  will  have  many  things  to  do, 
including  hayrides  and  face  painting  and  a  bounce  house.  The 
Boy  Scouts  will  set  up  their  always-popular  climbing  wall,  and 
of  course,  there  will  be  a  clown. 

Food  Court.  It  will  include  local  produce  and  goods  as  well 
as  the  Kiwanis  Princess  Kiwi  trailer  selling  hot  dogs  and  ham- 
burgers. Other  fair  food,  such  as  fried  dough,  will  also  be  for 
sale.  An  antique  cider  press  will  make  fresh  cider  on  the  spot. 

Music,  Live  music  for  the  fair  has  been  organized  by  Tom 
Ingersoll.  On  stage  from  2  to  2:50,  David  Hodge  will  provide 
an  eclectic  blend  of  musical  styles  from  pop  to  blues  to  folk 
to  jazz.  From  2:55  to  3:45,  Graham  and  Barbara  Dean,  a 
husband  and  wife  duo,  will  sing  original  and  cover  songs  of 
conscience,  peace,  love  and  humor.  From  3:50  to  4:40,  Mitsy 
Pillow  will  perform  "acousticlectic"  originals,  blues,  old  time 
and  bluegrass.  And  ending  the  program  at  the  park,  from 
4:45  to  6,  Bruce  Mandel  will  play  a  repertoire  of  contempo- 
rary folk,  Americana,  bluegrass  and  folk-rock. 

Kiwanis  Steak  Roast,  After  the  fair,  walk  a  couple  of 
steps  to  the  Town  Park  Pavillion  for  the  Kiwanis  Annual 
Steak  Roast  and  Silent  Auction,  with  proceeds  going  to 
the  Kiwanis  Scholarship  fund  and  the  Fire  Dept.'s  build- 
ing fund.  Kiwanians  this  year  are  again  being  helped  by 


their  raffle  quilt  at  6pm 
to  raise  funds  for  the 
church.  For  16  years 
members  andjriends 
have  worked  together 
on  a  hand-quilted 
creation.  Tins  year's, 
"Floral  Kaleidoscope," 
is  in  rose,  cream  and 
'jreen.  Tickets  are  $1  or 
sixjor  $5.  They  can  he 
purchased  all  afternoon 
at  the  Sheffield  Fair. 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 


Dawn  ©'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 


1701  Hewirrs  Street 
Ashley  Fails,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-8557 
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Library  News 


COMING  EVENTS 

Talk  on  famous  Berkshire  gardens 

On  Wed.,  Sept.  17,  at  2pm,  the  Egre- 
mont  Garden  Club  welcomes  Berkshire 
residents  and  friends  to  its  second  annual 
fall  lecture  on  famous  gardens  of  the 
Berkshires.  Meet  Mabel  Choate,  the 
heiress  and  developer  of  Naumkeag,  and 
Fletcher  Steele,  her  landscape  architect 
and  close  personal  friend,  as  they  discuss 
over  their  nightly  cocktails  how  this 
famous  Berkshire  garden  developed  and 
grew  under  their  tutelage.  Mabel  will  be 
portrayed  by  Mari  Andrejco,  professional 
actress  and  gardener,  and  Fletcher  Steele 
by  Gordon  Clark,  historical  horticulturist 
and  supervisor  of  the  Naumkeag  grounds 
for  over  10  years.  Slides  of  the  present 
gardens  will  illustrate  their  collaboration. 

The  presentation  will  be  held  at  the 
meeting  room  of  the  Library.  Refresh- 


BOOK  SALE 

Friday.  Sept.  5, 4-7pm,  preview  sale 

$  1 5/person;  Sat,  Sept.  6  1 0am-4pm; 

Sun,  Sept.  7  l2-4pm. 


inn  DLOn/VCXL-OvHUt  UDIW.KT 

Just  off  Route 

7  in  Sheffield 
HOURS 

413-229-7004 

Tuesday-Thi 

jrsday 

10-5 

Friday 

10-8 

Saturday 

10-5 

Sunday 

2-5 

Monday 

Closed 

ments  will  be  served,  and  a  raffle  will  be 
held  featuring  the  book  Berkshire  Houses 
of  the  Gilded  Age  and  items  from  the 
Naumkeag  gift  shop.  A  donation  of  $10 
is  asked,  with  proceeds  to  go  the  club's 
community  beautihcation  work. 

Local  Authors  Day  on  Nov.  I 

The  sixth  annual  Local  Authors  Day 
celebration  is  coming  up  Sat.,  Nov.  1  at 
the  Library,  10am  to  12:30pm.  Some  50 
authors  and  illustrators  from  Sheffield  and 
nearby  towns  will  attend,  and  the  public  is 
invited  to  meet  them.  They  will  be  selling 
and  signing  their  books,  and  if  you  already 
own  a  copy  of  one  of  their  books,  feel  free 
to  bring  it  in  to  be  autographed. 

This  year,  there  will  be  an  abundance 
of  children's  and  young  adult  authors 
and  illustrators,  including  Emily  Arnold 


McCully,  Sue  MacVeety,  Marc  Rosenthal, 
Jana  Laiz,  Laura  Chester,  Christopher 
Nye,  Joan  Ackerman,  Nonny  Hogrogian, 
Jacqueline  Rogers,  Tracy  Mack,  Michael 
Citron  and  Barbara  Shook  Hazen.  This 
will  be  a  great  opportunity  for  kids  to 
meet  and  talk  with  authors  and  illustra- 
tors— and  for  parents  and  grandparents 
to  do  some  holiday  shopping. 

Other  authors  at  the  festival  cover  the 
spectrum  of  knowledge:  history,  psychology, 
cooking,  hospitality,  photography,  music, 
poetry,  mystery,  sports  and  theater.  Twelve 
are  joining  us  for  the  first  time  this  year. 

Volunteers  are  a  large  part  of  this 
successful  program.  As  usual,  Inez  Flinn 
is  organizing  her  baking  friends,  and 
refreshments  will  be  served  all  morning. 
Please  do  join  us — it  is  always  an  excit- 
ing event.  — Katbie  Ness 


RECOMMENDED  READING 

Rumpole,  Rumpole  is  back!  The  latest  adventure  of  the  crusty 
barrister,  Rumpole  Misbehaves,  finds  our  beloved  curmudgeon 
cited  by  his  own  colleagues  for  an  Anti-Social  Behavior  Order 
against  his  nasty  habit  of  sneaking  food,  drink  and  stinky  che- 
roots into  chambers.  Not  only  that,  Horace  must  contend  anew 
with  wife  Hilda,  "she  who  must  be  obeyed,"  while  defending  a 
client  unjustly  indicted  for  murder.  Author  John  Mortimer  once 
more  delivers  the  goods  in  a  fun  read. 

Rome.  Enjoy  historical  novels!'  Check  out  one  of  the  best,  I, 
Claudius  by  Robert  Graves,  published  in  1934.  This  fascinating 
portrayal  of  imperial  Rome  in  first  century  A.D.  is  both  time- 
less and  contemporary.  The  Augustan  reign  is  closing,  though 
the  emperor's  evil  wife,  Livia,  remains  a  power  to  be  feared. 
Claudius,  in  the  hereditary  line  of  Julius  Caesar,  chronicles  the 
tumult  at  the  top.  Though  regarded  as  bumbling  and  incon- 


AFTER-SCHOOL  JEWELRY-MAKING 

The  Library  is  planning  an  after-school  and  half-day  program 
for  highschool  students  on  making  jewelry.  If  you  have  any 
unwanted  beads  or  single  earrings  to  donate  as  materials  for 
this  program,  they  may  be  left  in  a  basket  at  the  library  desk. 
The  program  will  be  scheduled  as  soon  as  we  have  collected 
enough  jewelry.The  students'  creations  will  be  sold  and 
the  proceeds  used  to  support  one  of  the  Library's  com- 
munity programs.  For  more  information,  call  Jes  or  Nancy  at 
229-7004.  —  Betty  LeGeyt 


Orchard  Shade 
Bed  &  Breakfast 


999  Hewins  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01 257 

413-229-8463 

www.orchardshade.com 


sequential,  his  perception  and  humility  become  survival  skills 
during  the  dangerous  regimes  of  Tiberius,  Caligula  and  Nero, 
even  as  mighty  senators  and  generals  fall  by  the  wayside.  Life 
today  seems  almost  dull  compared  to  the  Rome  of  I,  Claudius. 

— Fred  Gordon 


Established  in  1967-"40th  Year" 

SHEFFIELD  REALTY 

PO  BOX  381 

SHEFFIELD,  MA  01257 

LET  EXPERIENCE  WORK  FOR  YOU 


BOB  VAN  DEUSEN-BROKER 
PHONE:  413-229-8861 
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Village  Green 


TOWN  CLERK'S  OFFICE 

Election  information.  The  Town  Hall  is  open  each  weekday  to 
accommodate  voter  registration.  Prior  to  those  events  there  is  a 
voter  registration /party  change  deadline.  Here  is  the  schedule; 


Find  phone  numbers,  news,  meeting 
minutes  and  agendas  at  the  Sheffield 
town  website:  www.shefffield.ma.gov 


Election 

Register  by... 

To  vote  on... 

State  Primary 

Wed.,  Aug.  27 

Tues..  Sept.  16 

Presidential  Election 

Wed.,  Oct.  15* 

Tues.,  Nov.  4 

'The  Clerk's  office  will  be  open  until  8pm  for  voter  registration. 

Absentee  ballots  are  available  until  12  noon  the  day  before 
the  election.  If  you  need  a  ballot  mailed  to  you,  request  it  as 
soon  as  possible  to  allow  adequate  delivery  time.  The  Town 
Clerk  cannot  issue  a  ballot  to  someone  on  your  behalf,  but 
you  may  designate  another  person  to  hand  deliver  a  completed 
ballot  to  the  Clerk's  office,  or  you  can  mail  it  back.  Any  absentee 
ballots  must  be  received  at  the  polling  place  by  the  close  of  polls 
on  election  day. 

If  you  have  any  questions  pertaining  to  elections  or  voter 
status,  please  contact  the  clerk's  office  during  regular  business 
hours  at  229-7000,  ext.  151.  Polls  will  be  open  from  7am  to 
8pm  for  both  the  state  primary  and  the  presidential  election. 
Voting  will  take  place  on  the  second  floor  at  Town  Hall. 

For  those  who  need  it,  the  Town  Hall  has  a  wheelchair 
available,  and  the  Senior  Center  can  provide  transportation 


to  the  polls  between  9am  and  2pm.  Contact  the  center  at 
229-7022  to  make  arrangements. 

Dog  licenses.  Licenses  are  renewable  each  spring.  If  your 
dog  is  six  months  of  age  or  older  or  you  live  in  Sheffield  at  least 
30  days  of  the  year,  licensing  is  required.  After  May  1,  a  delin- 
quent fee  of  $25  per  dog  will  be  implemented  in  addition  to 
your  license  fee.  (This  does  not  apply  to  new  licenses). 

If  your  dog  is  spayed  or  neutered,  the  cost  is  $5,  an  increase 
of  $1  (see  below).  If  your  dog  is  intact,  the  fee  is  $10.  You  can 
obtain  a  license  in  person  at  Town  Hall  or  by  mail  (send  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope,  check  made  payable  to  the  Town 

of  Sheffield  and  proof  of  rabies 
shot  to:  Town  Clerk,  PO  Box 
175,  Sheffield,  MA  01257). 
Sporting/hunting  and 
fishing  licenses.  Licenses  can 
be  obtained  during  regular 
business  hours  year  round.  For 
further  information,  contact 
the  Town  Clerk's  office,  or 


TAX  COLLECTOR'S 
OFFICE 

Reminder:  The  second 
quarter  installment  of 
your  real  estate  taxes  is 
due  Nov.  I ! 


visit  our  website  at  www.sheffield.ma.gov;  click  on  "Town 
Departments,"  then  "Town  Clerk"  and  follow  the  link  "Hunting 
information  for  Sheffield  area"  to  the  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  website. 


use 


WEALTH  ■  POWER    ■   HISTORY  -   FREEDOM 


the  trustees 

of  reservations 


3000  acres, 
man  sued  for 
•s:  FREE. 


PROPERTY     OF    THE    TRUSTEES     OF     RESERVATIONS 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  can 

be  seen  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  16. 

Check  schedule  for  times. 

Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


6/2 — The  Board  approved  an  agreement 
for  services  from  the  Berkshire  Visiting 
Nurse  Assoc,  in  the  coming  fiscal  year  at 
a  cost  of  $3,095.04.  It  approved  an  agree- 
ment with  Melanson  Heath  &  Co.,  Inc. 
to  conduct  an  audit  for  $11,000. 

The  Board  denied  permission  to 
William  Webber  for  a  one-day  alcoholic 
beverage  license  and  for  use  of  the  town's 
Covered  Bridge  property  to  hold  a  for- 
profit  function  on  June  14.  Town  Counsel 
expressed  concerns  with  liability  and 
other  issues  and  advised  against  granting 
permission  for  this  function. 

The  Board  granted  a  permit  to  the 
Sheffield  Friendly  Union  for  a  temporary 
roadside  event  sign  for  their  Father's  Day 
Pancake  Breakfast.  The  sign  was  erected  on 
June  2  and  removed  on  June  15.  The  Board 
agreed  not  to  grant  any  other  temporary 
roadside  event  permits  until  after  the  Vil- 
lage Green  construction  is  complete. 

Town  Administrator  Joe  Kellogg  read 
the  names  of  applicants  for  town  positions 
that  were  received  by  the  June  2  deadline. 

The  Board  met  with  the  Sheffield 
members  of  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District's  School  Com- 
mittee to  discuss  ways  to  share  costs  with 
Berkshire  Hills  Regional  School.  District 
and  agreed  to  pursue  discussions  with  the 
other  towns  in  the  district.  [See  story  on 
page  9.  J 

Board  Chairwoman  Julie  Hannum 
noted  that  the  cable  license  with  Time 
Warner  is  due  for  renewal  in  2009.  She 
requested  that  Mass  Highway  be  con- 
tacted to  paint  the  crosswalks  on  Main  St. 

In  response  to  a  query  from  Select- 
man Jim  Collingwood,  Administrator 
Kellogg  said  that  roadside  mowing  would 
be  done  in  July,  in  the  new  fiscal  year, 
because  the  Highway  Dept.  budget  has 
been  depleted  due  to  the  harsh  winter. 

George  Olecn  inquired  about  put- 
ting funds  aside  each  year  for  purchasing 
highway  equipment:  as  was  done  for  the 
purchase  of  a  fire  truck.  Administrator 
Kellogg  explained  that  the  Fire  Truck 
account  was  a  special  account  and  the  life 
of  a  fire  truck  differs  from  the  life  of  a 
highway  truck. 

Enc  Board  approved  the  appointment 
<>\  Rhonda  LaBombard  as  Assistant 


Town  Clerk  on  a  temporary  basis  for  the 
summer.  Administrator  Kellogg  is  work- 
ing on  a  plan  to  provide  coverage  for  all 
town  offices,  but  the  Town  Clerk  needs 
assistance  immediately. 

The  Board  approved  moving  the 
World  War  I  monument  from  where  it 
stood  on  the  Town  Green  to  Barnard 
Park,  at  the  intersection  of  Route  7  and 
Miller  Ave.,  a  move  favored  by  the  local 
post  of  the  American  Legion. 

6/16 — The  Board  agreed  to  write  off 
delinquent  solid  waste  user  fees,  a  total 
of  $3,377.40.  The  accounts  were  deemed 
uncollectable  by  the  Tax  Collector's  office. 
It  agreed  to  extend  the  household  hazard- 
ous waste  agreement  through  FY09  at 
a  cost  of  $2,700,  as  requested  by  the 
Center  for  Ecological  Technology. 

The  Board  adopted  solid  waste  user 
fees  for  FY09.  Inserts  explaining  the  new 
billing  system  for  using  the  Transfer  Sta- 
tion will  be  included  with  tax  bills.  The 
cost  for  FY09  will  be  $129  for  residential 
users,  $85  for  senior  citizens  and  $35  for 
commercial  users. 

Administrator  Kellogg  will  contact 
the  Boards  of  Selectmen  of  Monterey, 
New  Marlborough,  Alford  and  Egremont 
to  invite  them  to  a  meeting  on  July  2  at 
Sheffield  Town  Hall  to  discuss  ways  for 
the  school  district  to  share  costs  with 
Berkshire  Hills.  [See  story  on  page  9.] 

Due  to  recent  resignations,  the 
Conservation  Commission  does  not  have  a 
quorum.  Administrator  Kellogg  explained 
that  following  approval  of  one  of  the 


articles  at  May's  town  meeting,  the  Select- 
men are  allowed  to  appoint  themselves 
on  a  temporary  basis  to  the  Conservation 
Commission.  The  Board  agreed  to  appoint 
Chairwoman  Hannum  and  Selectman 
Collingwood  as  emergency  members  of 
the  Conservation  Commission,  [The  town 
is  still  looking  for  volunteers  to  serve  on 
the  Commission.  Send  a  letter  of  interest 
to  the  Commission  or  the  Board  if  you  are 
interested.] 

Letters  of  thanks  will  be  sent  to  Dek 
Tillett  for  his  service  on  the  School 
Committee  and  to  Barbara  West  for  her 
service  on  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals. 

Selectman  Dave  Macy  read  a  list  of 
vacant  positions  and  asked  residents 
to  become  more  involved  with  Town 
government.  Even  with  the  appointments 
announced  at  this  meeting,  there  are 
currently  32  vacant  positions  on  Boards 
and  Committees.  [See  boxes  on  pages  1.8 
and  19.] 

The  Town  Moderator,  Bruce  Person, 
appointed  David  J.  Steindler  to  the 
Finance  Committee  for  a  three-year  term, 
an  appointment  ratified  by  the  Board. 

The  Board  agreed  to  send  a  letter  in 
support  of  the  grant  application  by  Pine 
Island  Farm,  the  largest  dairy  farm  in 
Berkshire  County,  for  a  manure  digester. 

Selectman  Collingwood  requested  a 
stop  sign  at  the  intersection  of  Old  Joe. 
and  Home  roads.  Administrator  Kellogg 
will  follow  up. 

The  Board  agreed  to  support  the 
formation  of  a  Southern  Berkshire 
Technology  Committee  with  several 
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TOWN  POSITIONS  STILL  TO  BE  FILLED 

From  the  Sheffield  Town  website,  www.sheffieldma.gov: 


Minutes,  continued  jrom  page  17 

towns  to  work  on  bringing  broadband  to 
all  residents. 

7/7 — The  Board  appointed  Martin  Mit- 
soff,  Anthony  Bleau  and  Brandon  Seward 
to  the  Fire  Dept.  and  Geoi-ge  Oleen  as 
Health  Inspector.  Chairman  Hannum 
noted  that  Anne  Hyatt  and  Mary  Ellen 
Deming  had  applied  for  the  Council  on 
Aging.  The  Board  appointed  Paul  O'Brien 
as  the  Sheffield  liaison  for  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Technology  Committee. 

The  Board  agreed  to  accept  a  pro- 
posal from  Ray's  Auto  Parts  to  provide 
metal  recycling  at  the  Transfer  Station 
for  FY09.  For  each  40-yard  container 
removed,  the  Town  would  receive  $140. 

Dennis  Sears  was  present  to  express 
his  disappointment  with  the  letter 
Chairman  Hannum  wrote  regarding 
special  legislation  being  considered  to 
allow  school  committee  members  to  be 
elected  in  2008  instead  of  2010.  [The 
legislation  passed.]  Hannum  responded 
that  the  intent  of  her  letter  was  to  allow 
candidates  enough  time  to  run  a  cam- 
paign for  election.  She  recognized  that 
the  letter  should  not  have  been  written 
on  behalf  of  the  Board,  and  she  apolo- 
gized to  anyone  who  thought  the  letter 
was  not  supportive  of  elected  school 
committee  members. 

Administrator  Kellogg  explained  that 
to  have  an  acceptable  audit,  the  Town 
needs  to  comply  with  current  accounting 
standards.  The  latest  standard  requires 
the  Town  to  perform  an  actuarial  study 
on  the  cost  of  providing  health  insurance 
to  retirees.  Berkshire  Purchasing  Group 
has  offered  several  towns  this  service  at 
a  group  price.  Sheffield's  cost  would  be 
$3,300  if  an  agreement  letter  is  signed  at 
this  time.  The  Board  approved  this  con- 
tract. Kellogg  said  that  the  SBRSD  would 
also  be  participating  in  the  contract. 

Selectman  Collingwood  stated  that 
Lane  Construction  Corp.  contacted  him 
to  say  it  is  not  closing  its  plant  in  Shef- 
field, as  had  been  rumored.  He  said  that 
Eco  Waste  had  contacted  him  about  the 
Town  removing  the  old  damaged  com- 
pactor box. 

Chairman  Hannum  congratulated 
the  Historical  Society  for  its  celebration 


of  the  Town's  275th  anniversary  at  the 
end  of  June.  The  anniversary  will  also  be 
observed  at  Sheffield  in  Celebration  in 
September.  [It  will  be  held  Sept.  6,  noon 
to  6pm  at  the  Town  Park.] 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that 
the  Economic  Development  Task  Force 
would  present  its  draft  plan  to  the  Board 
on  July  21.  Task  Force  member  Cath- 
erine Miller  urged  residents  to  attend  and 
to  submit  comments  on  the  plan. 

Barbara  and  David  West  were  pres- 
ent to  express  their  disappointment 
with  the  Board's  decision  not  to  reap- 
point Barbara  to  the  Zoning  Board  of  Ap- 
peals. Discussion  ensued  on  spouses  serv- 
ing on  the  same  board  or  committee  and 
the  appointment  of  alternates  to  the  ZBA. 

7/9 — The  Board  discussed  fees  for 
bulky  waste.  Residents  not  purchasing  a 
Transfer  Station  sticker  will  be  able  to 
purchase  a  recycling  permit  for  $25  and 
a  one-time  bulky  waste  coupon  for  $20. 
The  cost  to  dispose  of  TVs  and  computer 
monitors  will  be  as  follows:  sets  up  to  19 
inches,  $10;  sets  20  to  27  inches,  $20; 
sets  28  to  35  inches,  $30;  computers 
(with  or  without  a  monitor)  or  printer, 
$10.  No  widescreen  or  console  TVs  will 
be  accepted.  A  coupon  must  be  pur- 
chased from  Town  Hall  before  disposal. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  appliances 
containing  Freon  and  landlords  providing 
trash  disposal  for  tenants. 

7/21 — The  draft  plan  of  the  Economic 
Development  Task  Force  was  presented 
to  the  Board,  with  Rene  Wood  acting  as 
spokesperson.  Wood  said  that  the  plan 
is  meant  to  be  used  as  a  guideline  for 
economic  development  and  is  a  working 
document  that  will  be  enhanced  and 
expanded  as  needed.  Task  force  member 
Jason  Ostrandcr  explained  the  layout  of 
the  plan  and  reviewed  the  survey  results. 
Consultant  Rich  Vinette  reviewed  the 
summary  of  strategies.  Comments  and 
feedback  will  be  accepted  until  Aug.  15. 
Chairman  Hannum  stated  that  it  was 
a  pleasure  to  work  with  the  task  force. 
Resident  Laura  Grunfeld  stated  the  task 
force  did  a  great  job  and  she  would  like 
to  see  the  plan  expanded  to  include  more 
energy  resource  action  steps. 

The  Board  approved  a  change  of 


Agricultural  Commission  2  vacancies 

Agricultural  Commission  Alternate  I  vacancy 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  Disc  Comm.  2  vacancies 

Board  of  Assessors  I  vacancy 

Board  of  Health  I  vacancy 

Cable  Television  Committee  5  vacancies 

Conservation  Commission  3  vacancies 

Cultural  Council  2  vacancies 

Historical  Commission  2  vacancies 

Industrial  Development  Comm.  3  vacancies 

Local  Emergency  Planning  Comm.  2  vacancies 

Park  and  Recreation  Committee  2  vacancies 

Planning  Board  Alternate  I  vacancy 

Veteran's  Grave  Officer  I  vacancy 

corporate  name  from  Limey  of  Sheffield, 
LLC  to  The  Bean  and  I,  LLC. 

The  Board  appointed  Town  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg  as  the  Town's  delegate  to 
the  Berkshire  Regional  Transit  Authority. 
It  appointed  Anne  Hyatt  and  Mary  Ellen 
Deming  to  the  Council  on  Aging,  each 
for  a  three -vear  term.    ■ 

The  Board  granted  permission  to  An- 
thony and  Patricia  Borelli  to  bow  hunt 
at  the  Town  Park  and  Library  property 
and  to  hunt  with  shotgun,  black  powder 
and  bow  at  the  Town  Forest  off  Berkshire 
School  Rd. 

At  the  request  of  Jack  Pollitt,  the  Board 
agreed  to  place  a  warrant  calling  for  the 
formation  of  a  Commission  on  Disability 
on  the  next  town  meeting  warrant. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ashley  Falls 
Village  Improvement  Society,  the  Board 
agreed  to  write  a  letter  to  Verizon  regard- 
ing substandard  telephone  service  in 
Ashley  Falls. 

Selectman  Macy  stated  the  entire 
Village  Green  parking  area  would  be 
shut  down  for  one  day  for  paving.  [It  was 
paved  on  Aug.  11.] 

Chairman  Hannum  noted  that  Karen 
Robarge  has  been  installed  as  postmaster 
of  Ashley  Falls. 

James  Larkin  stated  that  the  Eco- 
nomic Development  Plan  was  a  good 
thing  for  Sheffield. 

Louis  Aragi.  Jr.,  thanked  the  Board  for 
its  letter  of  support  for  the  grant  for  his 
manure  digester.  Aragi  explained  how  the 
digester  works  to  provide  electricity  and 
heat  to  the  homes  and  barns  on  the  farm. 
The  farm  has  applied  to  Rural  Develop- 
ment tor  a  loan/grant  for  the  project, 
whose  entire  cost  is  $1.8  million.  The 
excess  electricity  produced  will  be  sold 
back  to  the  grid. 
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TOWN  APPOINTMENTS 

At  its  June  1 6  meeting,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  appointed  Jack  Pollitt  and  Eric  Blackburn  to  the  SBRSD  School  Committee  for  two-year 
terms;  Bart  Elsbach  to  a  three-year  term  on  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals;  James  T.  Collingwood,  Sr.,  Eric  Blackburn,  and  David  West  to  one- 
year  terms  as  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  Alternates. 

It  appointed  these  women  to  Emergency  Services:  Michelle  Ball,  Sara  Ball,  Debra  Beham,  Rebecca  Beham,  Honor  Blume,  Carolann 
Boardman,  Rene  Boardman,  Sheri  Boardman,  Jean  Funk,  Jamie  Getchell,  Rose  Glaszcz, Virginia  Markham,  Marsha  Pshenishny,  Karen  Robarge, 
Angel  Rote,  Judith  Ullrich,  Shannon  Ullrich-Keefner.These  appointments  were  made  to  the  Fire  Department:  D.  Ullrich, J.  Ullrich, W. 
Wilkinson;  C.  Bachetti,  N.  Ball,  P.  Batacchi,  R.  Beham,  D.  Blume,  R.  Boardman,  F.  Borrows, A.  CarlottoJ.  CroninJ.  Foster,  M.  Funk,  B.  Getchell, J. 
Gulotta,  S.  Hyer,  R.  Martin,  B.  Ovitt,  M.  Ovitt,  B.  Poulter.J.  Pshenishny,  R.  Robarge,  S.  Rote, J.  Smith. 

In  addition,  the  Board  made  these  appointments: 


Agricultural  Comm.Alt. 
Animal  Control  Officer: 
Animal  Inspector 


David  Smith.  Sr. 
Richard  Boardman 
Richard  Boardman 


Ashley  Falls  Historic  Dist  Comm  .     John  A.James,  Robert  Pasquilina, 

Sandra  Preston 


Assistant  Town  Administrator 

BRPC  Delegate  Alternate 

Board  of  Health 

Board  of  Registrars 

Building  Inspector 

Constable 

Council  on  Aging 

Cultural  Council 

Electrical  Inspector 

Electrical  Inspector  Assistant 

Emergency  Management  Coord. 

Emergency  Management  Dir. 

Fire  Chief 

Five  Town  Cable  Adv.  Comm. 

Gas  &  Piping  Inspector 


Rhonda  LaBombard 
Rene  Wood 

Dick  Kirchner,  David  Smith  Sr. 
Marjorie  Consolini 
Thomas  M.  Carmody 
Bruce  H.  Person,  James  McGarry 
Natalie  Funk 
Stephen  Hyer 
Richard  Cappadona 
Kenneth  Kushi 
Edward  McCormack 
James  M.  McGarry 
Rick  Boardman 
Paul  O'Brien,  George  Oleen 
Robert  Krupski 


1  year 

Assl  Gas  &  Piping  Inspector 

Robert  Gennari 

1  year 

1  year 

Asst  Highway  Superintendent 

Edward  Lord 

3  years 

lyear 

Historical  Commission 

Carl  Proper 

3  years 

2  years 

Local  Emergency  Planning 

James  McGarry,  Joseph.  Kellogg 

1  year 

3  years 

Park  and  Recreation  Comm. 

Joseph  Wilkinson,  Grace  Campbell.Vito 
Valentini,  Michael  Ovitt,  Kevin  Joyce 

1  year 

1  year 

Parking  Clerk 

Felecie  Joyce 

1  year 

3  years 

Plumbing  Inspector 

Robert  Krupski 

1  year 

2  years 

Assistant  Plumbing  Inspector 

Robert  Gennari 

1  year 

3  years 
1  year 

Public  Weigher 

Patricia  Gillespie.  Michael  Pezzee,  James 
McGarry,  Robert  A.  Ullrich 

1  year, 

3  years 

Recycling  Coordinator 

David  J.Steindler 

1  year 

2  years 

S.  Berkshire  Veterans  Service 

Dick  Kirchner 

1  year 

1  year 

Town  Accountant 

James  McCormick 

3  years 

1  year 

Town  Counsel 

Sarah  Bell 

1  year 

1  year 

Special  Town  Counsel 

Kopelman  and  Paige,  Mirick  O'Connell 

1  year 

1  year 

Treasurer/Collector 

Michael  C,  Ovitt 

3  years 

1  year 

Assistant  Treasurer/Collector 

Barbara  Roraback 

3  years 

1  year 

Tree  Warden 

Ronald  Bassett 

1  year 

1  year 

Veterans  Agent 

Peter  Saunders 

1  year 

Sheffield  Pottery 


Art  Pottery 

for  the  home, 

for  the  garden, 

for  the  table... 


bennington, 
Simon  Pearce, 
Wedding  and 
Birth  Plates 


Fall  Sale. 


Visit  us  in  person  at 

eeWTeld  Pottery 

7  Sheffield  ma 

Open  7  days 

888.774-2529 
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SENIOR  CENTER  NEWS 

No  grant  for  a  new  center.  Sheffield  didn't  receive  the 
Community  Development  Block  Grant  it  applied  for  in  the 
spring  to  build  the  new  Senior  Center  next  to  the  American 
Legion  Post  Home  on  Route  7.  The  Senior  Center  glass 
is  still  half  full.  People  in  the  town  of  Sheffield  showed 
tremendous  support  when  they  passed  a  warrant  article  in 
January  to  approve  $450,000  of  the  town's  money  for  the 
local  match  required  for  the  writing  of  that  grant.  Unfor- 
tunately the  $800,000  we  applied  for  was  directed  to  other 
places  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Where  do  we  go  from  here?  Joe  Kellogg,  our  Town 
Administrator  who  has  led  the  charge  in  support  of  Sheffield's 
seniors  since  his  appointment,  has  already  gathered  the  Senior 
Center  Building  Committee  to  consider  the  options,  which 
are  numerous,  thanks  to  growing  Town  support. 

Still,  a  rich  program.  Meanwhile,  although  budgets 
are  tight,  programming  and  offerings  continue  to  build  at 
the  Senior  Center's  present  location  in  Dewey  Hall.  Some 
programs  were  relocated  to  Town  Hall  during  the  summer 
because  of  the  space  conflicts  at  Dewey  Hall  with  the  Housa- 
tonic  Valley  Art  League  shows.  Those  shows,  by  the  way, 
brought  quite  a  bit  of  traffic  and  interest  through  our  doors. 

Additional  summer  activities  included  Yoga  classes,  an 
outing  to  the  Mac-Hayden  Theatre  in  Chatham,  NY,  and  a 
wonderful  day  cruise  down  the  Hudson.  We  also  had  a  brief 
reappearance  of  our  Outdoor  Cafe  after  the  completion  of 
construction  on  the  town  green. 

The  Sheffield  Council  on  Aging  hosted  the  Elder  Services 
of  Berkshire  County  in  a  July  forum  for  South  County  as  part 
of  that  group's  research  on  the  unmet  needs  of  seniors.  They 
submit  an  assessment  to  the  state  every  four  years.  About  20 
gathered  at  Town  Hall,  including  members  of  the  Council, 
the  Sheffield  Town  Administrator,  Board  of  Selectmen  Chair 
Julie  Hannum,  a  representative  from  SHINE  (Serving  the 
Health  Information  Needs  of  Elders)  and  other  interested 
advocates  for  our  seniors. 

The  discussion  included  expressions  of  frustration, 
exchanges  of  ideas,  and  the  sharing  of  information  on  issues 
faced  by  our  growing  elderly  population  such  as  transporta- 


DOMINICK  &c  DOMINICK  LLC 

Pamela  Bloodworth 

Financial  Advisor 
Investments 


150  E.  52nd  Street  2125588820 

3BD  floor  800  221  2869 

New  York,  NY  10022  212  750  6475  fax 

pbloodworth@dominickanddominick.coni 

413229353O  BY  APP'T  FRI  DAYS 


RECYCLING 

Sheffield  residents  can  dispose  of  oil-based  paint  and  motor 
oil  on  Sat.,  Sept.  1 3,  at  the  Lenox  Dept.  of  Public  Works,  275 
Main  St.,  9  to  I  lam.  Latex  paint  is  not  accepted;  empty  or 
dried-up  paint  cans  can  be  disposed  of  with  regular  trash,  as 
can  empty  cans  of  oil-based  paint  and  solvents. 

Pre-registration  is  required.  Call  4 1 3-445-4556,  ext  1 7  or 
email  amandad@cetaonline.org.. 


tion,  the  "heat  or  eat"  dilemma  with  the  rising  cost  of  fuel, 
preventing  falls,  hearing  aid  and  dental  issues  and  the  dangers 
associated  with  various  scams.  These  discussions  will  continue, 
in  an  effort  to  make  the  public  aware  of  these  issues  and  help  to 
provide  pressure  on  our  legislators  to  consider  more  funding  to 
support  our  elders. 

Moving  forward.  The  Sheffield  Council  on  Aging  and 
the  Senior  Center  staff  will  be  focusing  more  and  more  on 
outreach  and  providing  information  and  help  for  our  com- 
munity seniors  and  their  families  in  an  effort  to  keep  them  in 
our  community,  the  primary  wish  of  most  senior  citizens.  This 
"Community  First"  initiative  has  the  support  of  our  state  gov- 
ernment, with  Gov.  Deval  Patrick  taking  the  lead  to  expand, 
strengthen  and  integrate  the  various  community-based  and 
long-term  service  programs.  In  addition,  our  Senior  Center, 
wherever  it  is  in  Sheffield,  will  continue  to  build  programs 
that  create  a  welcoming  "home  away  from  home"  for  our  elder 
citizens,  where  they  can  spend  time  and  enjoy  friends,  advance 
their  knowledge  and  inspire  others  with  their  varied  expertise 
and  passions. 

The  Berkshire  Taconie  Community  Foundation  is  funding 
a  project  of  note  for  seniors  and  younger  folks  this  fall.  "Paper- 
making  for  our  Future — The  Fruits  of  our  Labor"  will  combine 
the  efforts  and  talents  o  f  numerous  community  groups  in 
support  of  the  Senior  Center.  Natural  farm  refuse  from  various 
sources — Howden  Farm  corn  husks,  Wilcox  gladiolas,  Wolfe 
Springs  Farm  cabbage,  more — has  been  collected  and  will  be 
transformed  through  the  age-old  process  of  papermaking  into 
attractive  greeting  cards  adorned  with  art  work  inspired  by  his- 
toric Sheffield  places  such  as  Old  Parish  Church,  the  Covered 
Bridge  and  Dewey  Hall. 

These  cards  will  be  packaged  with  a  short  description  of  the 
materials  and  process  and  be  available  for  purchase  in  time  for 
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the  holidays.  Proceeds  collected  by  the  Friends  of  the  Senior 
Center  will  support  programs  and  activities  at  the  Senior 
Center.  The  project  is  being  directed  by  Artist-in-Residence 
Jay  Miller,  who  visits  from  Colorado,  and  Kari  Giordano,  artist 
and  teacher  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  This  is  proving  to  be 
not  only  an  interesting  and  fun  project  for  all,  but  is  another 
example  of  intergenerational  activity  and  multi-organizational 
cooperation  in  advocating  for  our  seniors. 

The  Senior  Center  at  Dewey  Hall  is  open  this  fall  Monday 
through  Friday  from  9am  to  2:30pm.  John- Arthur  Miller, 
director,  and  Barbara  Fletcher,  assistant  director,  are  happy 
to  provide  information  and  answer  questions.  The  telephone 
number  is  229-7022. 

The  Council  on  Aging  is  a  department  of  the  town  govern- 
ment, members  of  which  are  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Select- 
men. It  acts  in  an  advisor)'  capacity  to  the  Director  in  planning 
and  coordinating  programs  and  activities,  setting  policy,  educat- 
ing and  advocating  for  all  seniors.  Members  are  Joan  Brooks, 
Mary  Ellen  Demming,  Natalie  Funk,  Lovina  Gulotta,  Anne 
Hyatt,  Dick  Magenis,  Dawn  Massini,  and  Carol  Sica,  with  one 
vacant  position.  If  you  have  an  interest  in  serving,  talk  to  the 
Director  or  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

This  new  season  we  continue.. .onward  and  up  ward...  filling 
that  glass.. .drop  by  drop.  — John-Arthur  Miller 


The  New  Marlborough  Village  Association  presents 


7  SATURDAYS  OF  GREAT  ENTERTAINMENT  •  AUGUST-OCTOBER 
CHAMBER  MUSIC  •  JAZZ  •  THEATER  •  FILM  •  AUTHORS 


ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  TASK  FORCE 

Task  force  members  presented  the  draft  Economic  Devel- 
opment Plan  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  attending  towns- 
people and  cable  viewers  on  July  2 1. Townspeople  had  until 
Aug.  1 5  to  comment  on  the  plan.The  task  force  appreciates 
the  feedback  and  thanks  all  who  took  the  time  to  provide 
it.  (The  draft  plan,  which  was  posted  on  the  town's  website, 
was  taken  down  following  the  comment  period  and  will  be 
replaced  by  the  final  plan  within  the  next  30  days.) 

The  task  force  hopes  to  present  the  completed  "Town 
of  Sheffield  Economic  Development  Plan"  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  in  early  September. The  Selectmen  will  then 
determine  what  actions  to  take.  In  addition,  the  task  force 
has  been  asked  by  the  Selectmen  to  provide  organizational 
and  staffing  ideas  regarding  the  group  that  will  be  charged 
with  implementing  the  plan.  Interested  volunteers  should 
contact  Joe  Kellogg  at  229-7000  x  152. 

An  article  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Sheffield  Times  will 
provide  an  analysis  of  the  plan. 

Task  force  members  are:  Julie  Hannum,  Chair,  Board  of 
Selectmen;Joe  Kellogg, Town  Administrator;  Brian  Killeen, 
executive  director,  Southern  Berkshire  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Catherine  Miller,  retired  businesswoman  and  current 
board  member  on  many  local  boards;  Jason  Ostrander, 
economic  development  specialist  for  U.  S.  Congressman 
John  Olver;  Kevin  Schmitz,  co-owner  of  The  Marketplace; 
Rich  Vinette,  consultant  to  the  task  force;  and  Rene  Wood, 
retired  businesswoman  and  former  chair  of  the  Planning 
Board. The  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Commission  secured 
and  administered  funding  for  this  work.      — Rene  Wood 


music 

trior 


ms* 


lung-Ja  Kim 


SEPT  6,  4:30  PM  •  PIANIST  JUNG-JA  KIM 

performs  Beethoven,  Chopin,  Brahms,  Rach- 
maninoff and  Ravel.  One  of  Korea's  foremost 
concert  artists,  she  has  received  kudos  for 
her  recordings  of  Mozart,  Chopin  concerti, 
Rachmaninoff  complete  preludes  and  Ravel 
complete  solo  piano  music.  Berkshire  debut. 


SEPT  13,  4:30  PM  •  THE  SHANGHAI  QUARTET  Known  for 
its  passionate  musicality,  impressive  technique,  and  multicul- 
tural innovations,  the  Shanghai  Quartet 
melds  the  delicacy  of  Eastern  music  with  the 
emotional  breadth  of  Western  repertoire 
in  a  program  of  quartets  by  Schubert,  Zhou 
Long,  Samuel  Barber  and  Beethoven. 


SEPT  20,  4:30  PM  •  THE  WORLD  OF 
CLARA  AND  ROBERT  SCHUMANN 

Concert  with  narration  based  on  the  letters 

of  Clara  and  Robert  Schumann  and  others  read  by  acclaimed 


actors  Eric  Hill  (BTF)  and  Ariel  Bock.  William  Hite,  tenor;  Judith 
Gordon,  piano;  Ronald  Gorevic,  violin;  and  Matthias  Naegele, 
cello.  Music  by  Robert  and  Clara  Schumann,  Mendelssohn,  Liszt, 
and  Brahms. 


SEPT  27,  4:30  PM  •  A  LATE  AFTERNOON 
OF  GREAT  JAZZ,  FINE  WINES  AND  FOOD 

Tessa  Souter,  vocalist  with  the  Jason  Ennis  Trio. 
A  concert  of  contemporary  jazz  followed  by  a 
Wine  Tasting  hosted  by  Domaney's  Fine  Wines 
and  Liquors  with  food  tastes  provided 
by  The  Old  Inn  on  the  Green 
(Zagat:  "Best  in  the  Berkshires"). 


Shanghai  Quartet 


Tessa  Souter 


OCT  4,  4:30  PM  •  AWARD-WINNING  AUTHORS 

Stacy  Schiff,  Samantha  Hunt,  Mustafa  Bayoumi,  hosted 
by  Mitchel  Levitas,  senior  editor  at  The  New  York  Times. 
These  nationally  prominent  authors  will  discuss  the 
rewards  and  frustrations  of  writing  their  recently 
published  work  and  answer  questions  from  the  audience. 


Gallery  Show:  "New  Marlborough  Artists"  Aug  22-Sept  14  •  For  info:  413-229-8972  •  Gallery  Hours:  Sat  &  Sun  12-4pm 


At  the  Meeting  House  on  the  village  green,  Route  57  in  the  center  of  New  Marlborough,  MA 

TICKETS  AND  INFORMATION:  www.newmarlborough.org  •  (413)  229-2785 

Receptions  with  the  artists  follow  in  the  Meeting  House  Gallery 
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Village  Green 


FROM  THE  PLANNING  BOARD  MINUTES 

Timothy  Fulco  was  elected  to  the  Plan-  (pool  service  business)  at  212  Alum  Hill 

ning  Board  as  a  write-in  candidate  in  the  Rd.,  in  the  Rural  District,  on  acreage  less 

May  town  election-  At  the  first  meeting  than  the  five  acres  required  to  establish  the 

after,  the  board  elected  the  following  business  by  right.  Following  deliberations, 

officers:  Chris  Tomich,  chairman;  David  the  board  voted  unanimously  to  grant  the 

Smith,  Sr.,  vice-chairman;  Maggie  requested  special  permit;  no  conditions 

Martin,  secretary;  and  Tony  Gulotta,  were  attached  or  waivers  granted. 


CHAPTER  61  &  61 A  DEADLINE 
Applications  are  due  in  the  Assessors  office  on  or  before 
Oct.  1 ,  2008.  They  are  available  from  the  Assessors  or  on- 
line by  going  to  www.sheffieldma.gov.  Then  click  "Boards 
&  Commissions"  and  go  to  "Board  of  Assessors"  on  the 
left  side  of  the  screen  and  choose  the  form  you  need. 


treasurer.  Smith  was  also  named  del- 
egate to  the  Berkshire  Regional  Plan- 
ning Commission;  Rene  Wood  was 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  as 
alternate  delegate. 


The  board  held  and  closed  a  spe- 
cial permit  hearing  on  June  26  on  the 
application  of  Sachs-Reisman,  Inc.,  for 
a  jewelry  craft-person  shop  and  related 
signage  at  25  Maple  Ave.  in  the  Village 


During  meetings  from  May  22  through      Center  District.  The  business,  a  craft 


July  23,  the  board  took  these  actions: 

The  board  endorsed  three  Form 
A  applications  (approval  not  required 
for  development).  Bruce  Howden  and 
David  Prouty  divided  a  lot  on  the 
west  side  of  Route  7A  into  three  lots. 
Anthony  and  Michele  Gulotta  divided 
a  lot  on  the  southeast  side  of  Frederic 
Lane  into  two  lots  (Gulotta  recused 
himself  from  the  decision).  Dominic 
Lydon  of  Lydon  Developments  LLC 
divided  a  lot  on  the  west  side  of  Route 
7  and  north  of  Lime  Kiln  Rd.  into  two 


workshop,  has  no  retail  operations.  The 
signage  requested  was  about  five  feet 
more  than  the  signage  allowed  by  right 
and  well  within  the  dimensions  allowed 
under  a  special  permit.  Following  delib- 
erations, the  board  voted  unanimously 
to  grant  the  special  permit;  no  condi- 
tions were  attached  or  waivers  granted. 

The  board  held  and  closed  a  spe- 
cial permit  hearing  on  July  10  on  the 
application  of  Todd  &  Kerrie  Mack  of 
Off  the  Beat-N-Track  for  signage  larger 
than  that  allowed  by  right,  for  a  sign 


lots.  The  board  did  not  accept  a  Form  A      that  needs  to  be  seen  from  Route  7,  as 


application  for  property  on  Bow  Wow 
Rd.  farmed  by  Ted  Dobson  and  Anna 
Mack  as  the  application  was  lacking  all 
the  required  signatures. 

The  board  took  action  on  five  Special 
Permit  applications.  It  held  and  closed 
a  special  permit  hearing  May  22  on  the 
application  of  Peter  and  Melissa  Zdiarski 
to  create  a  general  service  establishment 


TOWN  RESIDENTS  INCREASE 
THEIR  RECYCLING 


The  Board  of  Selectmen  announced  at  their 
Aug.  1 8  meeting  that  the  Town  had  received 
a  check  for  $5,360. 1 9  from  the  Materials 
Recycling  Facility  in  Springfield  in  payment 
for  the  town's  recyclable  bottles,  cans,  paper 
and  cardboard. Those  materials,  collected  at 
our  Transfer  Station  from  January  to  June, 
totaled  some  126  tons. That's  a  substantial 
increase — 15  percent — over  past  payments. 
It  shows  that  Sheffield  residents  are  continu- 
ing to  be  vigilant  about  recycling.The  Board 
expressed  thanks  for  everyone  doing  their  part 
in  keeping  Sheffield's  solid  waste  disposal  costs 
down  and  helping  the  environment. 


well  as  for  a  second  sign  indicating  the 
business  as  opposed  to  their  home.  Fol- 
lowing deliberations,  the  board  voted 
unanimously  to  grant  the  requested 
special  permit  and  attached  a  condi- 
tion of  low-impact  lighting.  No  waivers 
were  granted. 

The  board  held  and  closed  a  special 
permit  hearing  on  July  23  on  the  applica- 
tion of  The  Marketplace  for 
signage  larger  than  that  allowed 
by  right,  to  include  one  primary 
and  three  secondary  signs,  one 
for  each  of  the  three  separate 


businesses  in  the  building.  The 
Marketplace's  primary  sign 
would  be  placed  on  Wheeler  & 
Taylor's  property  fronting  Route 
7.  Deliberations  will  continue  at 
a  subsequent  meeting. 

The  board  received  a  special 
permit  application  from  Natural 
Habitat,  a  business  located 
at  725  N.  Main  St.,  seeking 
approval  for  commercial  signage 
of  one  primary  sign  and  two  sec- 
ondary signs,  with  a  combined 


total  square  footage  of  50  square  feet.  A 
hearing  date  was  set  for  August  28. 

In  addition,  the  board  reviewed 
inquiries  from  Tom  Carmody,  the 
building  inspector,  regarding  the  use  by 
Salisbury  Bank  of  a  temporary  mobile 
facility  required  in  an  emergency  and  a 
potential  drive-up  window  and  numerous 
other  inquiries  regarding  window  signage. 
The  board  consented  to  a  request  made 
by  Joe  Kellogg,  Sheffield's  Town  Admin- 
istrator, to  fund  administrative  assistance 
provided  by  Rhonda  LaBombard  to  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  from  Plan- 
ning Board  funds,  as  the  ZBA  lacks  the 
budget  to  hire  her. 

Joe  Wilkinson  appeared  before  the 
board  to  state  his  concerns  regarding 
what  he  considered  to  be  unnecessary 
delays  and  expenses  from  some  plan- 
ning boards  when  changes  to  plans 
were  needed  to  address  safety  issues. 
Wilkinson  appeared  before  several 
towns'  planning  boards.  He  indicated 
he  did  not  have  any  concerns  with  the 
Sheffield  board. 

The  board  continued  its  review 
of  its  draft  revised  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions and  discussed  the  formation  of 
a  Zoning  By-law  committee  in  mid- 
September  to  address  signage,  wind 
energy  and  other  issues.  At  press  time, 
the  board  had  not  received  word  from 
the  Massachusetts  Attorney  General's 
office  of  Municipal  Law  regarding 
Zoning  By-Law  warrant  articles  passed 
by  voters  in  May.  Since  the  articles' 
language  was  approved  by  that  office 
before  being  put  on  the  town  warrant, 
no  issues  are  anticipated. 

Chairman  Chris  Tomich  notes  that 
the  board's  newest  member,  Tim  Fulco, 
approaches  issues  with  good  common 
sense  and  brings  keen  organizational 
skills  to  the  board.  Tim  has  had  to  jump 
right  in  as  there  have  been  special  permit 
hearings  at  almost  every  regularly  sched- 
uled board  meeting. 

Those  meetings  are  held  on  the  2nd 
and  4th  Thursdays  of  the  month  at  7pm. 
Notices  of  special  permit  hearings  and  all 
board  minutes  are  posted  on  the  Town's 
website.  All  are  welcome  at  the  meetings. 

— Rene  Wood 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


KIWANIS  NEWS 

New  program  to  provide  clothing.  The 

Sheffield  Kiwanis  Club  has  launched  a 
new  program  in  partnership  with  the 
Berkshire  Record  and  K-Mart  called 
"Warm  the  Children."  It  will  provide 
new  winter  clothing  and  footwear  for 
needy  children  up  to  15  years  old  in 
South  County  Several  local  agencies  have 
graciously  and  enthusiastically  joined  us 
to  help  identify  families  that  need  some 
assistance.  Families  selected  will  be  met 
at  K-Mart  by  Kiwanian  "shoppers"  and 
allowed  to  purchase  up  to  $80  in  cloth- 
ing and  footwear  for  each  child.  Keep  an 
eye  on  the  Berkshire  Record  for  further 
details.  It's  going  to  be  a  long  winter 
for  many  families,  and  any  help  will  be 
greatly  appreciated.  People  who  want  to 
contribute  can  send  their  checks,  made 
payable  to  "Warm  the  Children,"  to  the 
Sheffield  Kiwanis  Club,  P.O.  Box  683, 
Sheffield,  MA  01257.  Every  donated  dol- 
lar goes  toward  clothing  and  footwear — 
nothing  is  used  for  administration. 

New  club.  The  Sheffield  Kiwanis 
will  also  be  creating  an  Aktion  Club  in 
the  area.  These  clubs,  which  are  part  of 
Kiwanis,  are  community-serving  organi- 
zations for  adults  living  with  disabilities. 
Anyone  interested  to  learn  more  about 
this,  contact  Denise  Rueger. 

Summer  fund-raising.  The  Shef- 
field Kiwanis  Club's  15th  annual  golf 
tournament  on  June  20  at  the  Egremont 
Country  Club  raised  just  over  $11,000 
for  its  scholarship  fund  on  the  event. 

The  Berkshire  Choral  Festival's  final 
concert  was  Aug.  2.  The  gross  income 
from  the  bar  this  year  totaled  $7,683.50, 
about  $3,000  under  2007.  Some  $3,000 
will  be  collected  for  parking  duties. 

Princess  Kiwi,  the  Kiwanis  food 
trailer,  took  in  just  under  $2,000  for  the 
season.  It's  the  least  profitable  year  in  27 
years.  The  trailer  made  an  appearance  at 
the  end  of  August  at  Searles  School  in 
( Jreai  Barrington  for  Fairview  Hospital's 
"Family  Planning  Day" 

Dorothy  Kellcy  brought  more 
necessity-filled  tote  bags  to  Tufts  Medical 
(  .<  ntet  in  Boston  to  the  Kiwanis  Pediat- 
ric Trauma  Institute .  I  he  tote  bags  are 
given  to  parents  who  have  to  remain  over- 
night with  (  hiMicn  in  rhr  trauma  unit. 


ADDITIONS  TO  SHEFFIELD  ASSOC.  BOARD 

The  Sheffield  Association,  publisher  of  the  Sheffield  Times,  is  pleased  to  announce 
that  Gillian  Hettinger  and  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  have  joined  its  board  of  directors. 
Gillian  has  written  several  articles  on  Sheffield  history  and  living.  Dave  has  long 
been  co-chair  of  Sheffield  in  Celebration,  with  Kathy  Orlando. 

The  Sheffield  Association  was  founded  in  2001  to  publish  the  Times,  help 
sponsor  Sheffield  in  Celebration  and  otherwise  "foster  communication  among 
the  people,  business,  and  organizations  of  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls."  Other 
members  of  the  board  are  Pamela  Bloodworth,  Harry  Conklin,  Kathie  Dean, 
Fred  Gordon,  Kathy  Orlando,  Peter  Rowntree,  Andrea  Scott,  Don  Ward,  John 
Wightman  and  June  Wolfe. 


The  Little  League  season  is  over,  and      with  the  Sheffield  Fire  Dept.,  which  is 


the  financial  report  isn't  healthy.  We 
budgeted  $1,500  this  year  since  we  did  so 
well  last  year.  Unfortunately,  the  deficit 
will  be  close  to  $2,000. 

Guest  speakers.  Scott  Farrell  spoke 
at  the  JunelO  meeting  on  making  your 
home  livable  for  the  elderly.  Maddie 
Tomich,  a  2008  Mt.  Everett  graduate, 
spoke  at  the  July  1  meeting  about  her 


raising  funds  for  expanding  the  firehouse. 
The  annual  bowling  tournament  will 
take  place  at  Cove  Bowling  Lanes  the  first 
three  weekends  in  November. 

Wray  Gunn  is  this  year's  recipient 
of  the  "Lifetime  Achievement  Award."  A 
plaque  will  be  presented  to  Wray  at  the 
Club's  installation  banquet  on  Sat.,  Oct  4, 
at  the  Egremont  Inn.  Wray  will  also  have  a 

future  at  Westfield  State  this  fall.  Sterling   scholarship  named  in  his  honor  next  year. 

Drake  was  a  surprise  speaker  on  Aug  — Greta  Willig 

11.  The  Sheffield  Kiwanis 

Club  had  given  her  financial 

support  for  her  "Frontiers" 

summer  program.  Sterling 

reported  on  her  experi- 
ences at  Worcester  Polytech 

Institute  exploring  the  outer 

limits  of  knowledge  in  sci- 
ence, math  and  engineering. 
Other  news.  The  Board 

of  Directors  approved  a 

$500  grant  to  Bob  Law  and 

the  summer  theater  program 

Encore.  Awards  of  $250 

each  were  given  to  Sterling 

Drake  and  Malcolm  Wilber 

for  student  workshops  they 

attended. 

Cathy  Finkle  attended  a 

District  membership  meet- 
ing on  Jul.  19.  Cathy  is  now 

recruiting  for  a  new  club  to 

be  formed  in  Pittsfield. 
Upcoming  events.  The 

Steak  Roast  committee  is  in 

full  swing  for  this  year's  event, 

which  will  take  place  on  Sat., 

Sept.  6,  at  the  Town  Park  as 

part  of  Sheffield  in  Celebra- 
tion. Once  again,  proceeds 

from  the  event  will  be  shared 


Celebrate  the  Harvest 

Berkshire  Grown's 

ioth  Annual  Beautiful  Bountiful  Berkshires 


Monday,  September  15  •  6:30pm 
Eastover  Resort  •  Lenox,  MA 


Drawing  for  fabulous  prizes  & 

An  Evening  of  Delicious  Tastings, 
local  food  &  beverages  from: 

allium  •  Baba  Louie's  •  Barrington  Brewery 

Berkshire  Mountain  Distillers  •  Bistro  Zinc-  Cafe  Latino 

Cafe  Reva  •  Canyon  Ranch  •  Castle  Street  Cafe 

Chester  Hill  Winery  •  Chez  Nous 

Helsinki  •  Jae's  Spice  •  John  Andrew's  •  La  Terrazza 

Marketplace  Kitchen  •  Martin's  Restaurant  •  Mezze  Bistro  *  Bar 

Old  Inn  on  the  Green  •  Pearl's  •  Pittsfield  Brew  Works 

The  Red  Lion  Inn  •  Route  7  Grill  •  Uncommon  Grounds 

West  County  Cider  and  Winery  ■  Whealleigh  •   Williams  College 


rVXi 
OKJfK 


Reservations  only! 

This  event  always  sells  out. 
Book  your  reservations  now. 


Tickets:  $65  general  admission,  $55  Berkshire  Grown  Members, 
$7,0  farmers.   For  reservations;  (413)  528-0041  www.berkshiregrown.org 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 


Housatonic  Heritage  Walks:  A  Walk- 
ing Tour  of  Sheffield.  On  two  Saturdays, 
Sept.  20  and  Oct.  4,  at  11am,  this  walk- 
ing tour  will  point  out  historic  houses 
that  still  adorn  Sheffield's  main  street  and 
describe  some  of  the  illustrious  citizens 
who  owned  them.  The  tours  start  at  the 
Sheffield  Historical  Society. 

Annual  Spirit  Walk.  Fri.,  Sept.  19, 
5-7pm.  Join  us  in  Barnard  Cemetery  for  a 
theatrical  reencounter  with  Sheffield  his- 
tory. Learn  stories  of  former  Sheffieldians 
as  they  are  vividly  brought  back  to  life 
before  you.  Barnard  Cemetery  is  on  Rt.  7 
opposite  Root  Lane. 

3-Roast  Feast.  Sat.,  Sept.  20,  5-7pm. 
Join  the  Historical  Society  for  its  annual 
dinner.  The  feast  will  be  held  at  the 
American  Legion  Hall  on  Rt.  7.  Call  for 
reservations. 

Inside  the  Berkshires.  Fri.,  Sept. 
26,  7:30pm.  David  J.  McLaughlin  will 
present  a  book  talk  and  sign  copies  of 
his  unique  book  that 'unfolds' timelines 
and  stories  of  the  Berkshire  region.  This 
program,  presented  in  conjunction  with 


the  Bushnell-Sage  Library  and  the 
Bookloft,  will  be  held  at  the  library. 

Traces  of  the  Trade:  The 
Massachusetts  Story.  Sat.,  Oct. 
4,  12:30pm.  To  commemorate  the 
200th  anniversary  of  the  abolition 
of  the  foreign  slave  trade,  a  new 
film,  "Traces  of  the  Trade"  describes 
the  economy  of  slavery.  The  show, 
sponsored  by  Mass  Humanities, 
is  traveling  around  the  state.  The 
Sheffield  program  will  be  held  in 
Dewey  Memorial  Hall  and  includes  a 
bus  tour  to  the  Col.  John  Ashley  House. 
For  reservations,  contact  The  Trustees 
of  Reservations  at  229-8600. 

Old  Stone  Store:  The  Work  of 
Seymour  Robins.  Oct.  4-Nov.2.  This 
retrospective  exhibit  features  the  work 
of  Seymour  Robins,  a  local  designer 
known  for  the  paper  sculpture  greeting 
cards  he  designed  and  produced  between 
the  1950s  and  the  1990s  for  corporate 
clients  and  his  own  annual  holiday  cards. 
The  show  will  focus  on  Robins's  artistic 
process  as  well  as  his  finished  work. 


Rob  Robins  and  one  of  his  paper  sculptures. 

There  will  be  an  opening  reception  Sat., 
Oct.  18, 1-4  pm. 

Cheerful  Despite  Their  Ragged 
Clothing:  Hessian  Prisoners  in  the 
Berkshires  and  Beyond.  Fri,  Oct.  10, 
7:30  pm.  Dennis  Picard,  director  of 
Storrowton  Village  and  previous  director 
of  the  Society,  will  talk  about  the  experi- 
ence of  German  prisoners  of  war  during 
the  American  Revolution  in  western 
Massachusetts  and  northern  Connecti- 
cut. The  "Hessians,"  as  they  were  called, 
served  with  British  forces,  under  contract 
to  King  George  III.  The  program  will  be 
held  in  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  AND  ASHLEY  HOUSE  EVENTS 


Guided  Canoe  Trip 

Enjoy  a  leisurely  paddle  on  the  Housatonic  River.AII  equip- 
ment provided.  Sundays  through  Oct.  and  Labor  Day  and 
Columbus  Day.  Mondays  9am- 1 2noon.  Adult  $30,  child  $  1 5, 
members  $24/$  1 2.  Pre-register  by  calling  229-8600. 

African-American  Heritage  Trail  anchor  site 

Ashley  House,  open  1 0am-5pm,  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
through  Oct.  12. 

Cobble  Volunteers 

Thursdays  through  Oct.,  9am-noon 

African-American  Women  in  Words 

Mum  Bett-inspired  book  group  at  the  Ashley  House. Tuesdays, 
Sept.  9,  Oct.  14,  Nov.  I  I  at  6pm.  For  the  reading  list,  call  413- 
298-8 1 46.  Free  to  all. 

Across  the  Fields,Across  the  Centuries 

On  this  walk,  explore  how  the  land  looked  in  the  18th 
century  and  who  was  here.  Sun.,  Sept.  2 1   1 0am- 1  1 :30am.  Free. 
Pre-register  by  calling  41 3-298-3239  x3000. 


Hawk  Migration 

Join  us  to  watch  for  migrating  hawks  from  atop  scenic  Hurl- 
burt's  Hill.  Sat,.  Sept.  27  and  Sun.,  Oct.  1 2,  I  Oam-noon. Adult 
$5,  child  $  I ,  members  free.. 

Traces  of  the  Trade 

View  a  new  documentary  at  Dewey  Hall  and  examine 
documents  at  the  Ashley  House  for  links  between  the  local 
economy  and  the  slave  trade.  Free.  Sat.,  Oct.  4,  1 2:30-5pm. 
Pre-register  by  calling  41 3-298-323  x3000. 

Lichen  Walk 

Sat,  Oct.  4,  I  Oam-noon.  Adult  $8,  member  $5.  Pre-register  by 
calling  229-8600. 

Moonlight  Hike 

Sat., Oct.  I  I. Adult  $5,  child  $5, family  $10.  Pre-register  by 
calling  229-8600. 

November  &  December  Preview 

Sat.,  Nov.  8:  Moonlight  Hike     Sat,  Nov.  l5:Waterfowl  Census 
Sat.,  Nov.  29:  Owl  Prowl  Fri..  Dec.  1 2:  Owl  Prowl 


Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  329 -acre  property  oj  The  Trustees  oj      sunset.  Tlie  Visitor's  Center  is  open  9am*4:30pm  (closed  Sun- 
Reservations  with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatogue  days  and  Mondays,  Dec.  to  March).  For  more  information, 
Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  call  229-8600  or  check  the  website  at  www.thctrustccs.org. 
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THE  MARKETPLACE  KITCHEN  AND  CAFE  OPENS  ON  ELM  COURT 


The  Marketplace  Kitchen  and  Cafe,  located  off  Main  St. just 
behind  Wheeler  &  Taylor,  is  now  open  for  business,  capping  owner 
Dave  Renner's  year-long  transformation  of  the  former  Barrington 
Stage  Company  complex.  Offering  big-client  catering  services  and 
high-volume  gourmet  food  preparation,  mainly  for  Guido's  super- 
market in  Great  Barrington,  The  Marketplace  is  celebrating  its  15l11 
anniversary  in  the  new,  state-of-the-art  facility. 

General  manager  Danjimmerson  says,  "It  is  all  about  food." 
He  is  proud  to  be  the  newest  member  of  Sheffield's  diverse  food 
service  community.  His  staff,  with  more  than  two  dozen  chefs, 
sous-chefs,  prep  crews  and  servers,  is  encouraged  to  deliver 


great  service  and  create  healthy  options,  attentive  to  the  good 
kitchen  practice  and  etiquette  outlined  in  a  detailed  manual  of 
Marketplace  philosophy  and  principles. 

You  can  meet  Dan  most  days  at  The  Marketplace  Cafe 
open  every  day  from  7am  to  7pm.  Breakfast  pastries,  sand- 
wiches for  lunch,  coffee,  fruit  drinks  and  take-out  prepara- 
tions are  all  on  the  menu.  Wi-fi.  service  will  soon  be  installed 
along  with  a  community  bulletin  board  and  readers'  corner. 
The  Marketplace  brings  welcome  employment  and  excitement 
to  downtown  Sheffield.  Stop  by  soon  and  say  hello. 

— Fred  Gordon 


BUILDING  PERMITS  ISSUED  IN  SHEFFIELD,  May  and  June  2008 


Date 

Owner 

6/3 

Noreen  Warner 

6/3 

Wade  &  Deborah  Bernstein 

6/3 

Terrie  Dagrual 

6/3 

Mark  Raifstanger 

6/3 

Fran  Dagastino 

6/3 

Linda  Steinhacker 

6/10 

John  Hanlon  Jr. 

6/iO 

Dave  Arnold 

6/10 

Andrew  Cote' 

6/10 

Dave  Arnold 

6/10 

Fred  Steinberg 

6/10 

Paul  Harvey 

6/10 

Paul  Harvey 

6/10 

Gary  Gillligan 

6/12 

Al  Rothermel 

6/12 

Rosa  Brunnshweiler 

6/16 

Daniel  O'Keefe 

6/16 

Kevin  Hyams 

6/16 

Fran  Dagastino 

6/16 

Robert  &  Anna  James 

6/16 

Scudder  Graybeal 

6/16 

Raymond  Wells 

6/16 

Jerry  Morey 

6/17 

Walter  Chatham 

6/17 

H&M  Realty  Trust 

6/19 

Rhonda  Cushwa 

6/24 

Mark  Mendel 

6/24 

Al  Giacoia 

6/24 

Kevin  Hyams 

6/24 

David  Roeder 

6/26 

Sink  and  MacClaren 

6/26 

Don  Reinauer 

6/26 

Don  Reinauer 

7/7 

James  Cavanaugh 

7/7 

Berkshire  School 

7/7 

Arthur  A.  Hyatt 

7/7 

Peter  &  Nancy  Ghitman 

7/7 

Martin  Jacobs 

7/15 

Howard  Swanson 

7/15 

Caitlin  Hotaling 

7/18 

Michael  Citrin 

7/18 

Peter  &  Molina  Zdziarski 

7/18 

Dawn  Massini 

7/22 

Christ  Church/Trinity  Church 

7/22 

Mary  Rene  Williams 

7/28 

1   •!'/  II  '1   ',uri  in 

7/28 

Mark  R;nf  .•.„,/•  i 

7/29 

1  nkf  Mirtaud 

8/4 

r,n/Hriiif  '/VilUi'l 

Location 


86  Plymouth  Ln. 

25  Bunce  Rd. 

463  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

147  S.  Main  St. 

1 06  Wells  Ln. 

527  Sheffield  Plain  Rd. 

I  18  Galvin  Farm  Trail 

1624  County  Rd. 

70  Depot  Sq. 

1624  County  Rd. 

54  Rannapo  Rd. 

1 50  Clayton  Rd. 

1 50  Clayton  Rd. 

41  Bow  Wow  Rd. 

635  N.  Main  St. 

1 025  Boardman  St. 

3  17  Alum  Hill  Rd. 

928  Sheffield  Egremont  Rd. 

1 06  Wells  Ln. 

5 1  Cobble  Ln. 

36  Bow  Wow  Rd. 

I  I  Maple  Ave. 

221  Alum  Hill  Rd. 

99  Park  Ln. 

1480  Silver  St. 

247  S  Undermountain  Rd. 

281  Silver  St. 

125  RootLn. 

928  Sheffield  Egremont  Rd. 

680  Clayton  Rd. 

1 04  Ashley  Falls  Rd. 

742  Barnum  St. 

742  Barnum  St 

719  N.  Main  St. 

245  N.  Undermountain  Rd. 

262  Main  St. 

245  East  Main  St.. Ashley  Falls 

992  Foley  Rd. 

397  Clayton  Rd., Ashley  Falls 

1 59  Alum  Hill  Rd. 

I  1 35  Ashley  Falls  Rd. 

2 12  Alum  Hill  Rd. 

1 99  Ashley  Falls  Rd. 

180  Main  St. 

185  East  Stahl  Rd..  Ashley  Falls 

276  South  Undermountain  Rd. 

147  South  Main  St. 

956  Clayton  Rd. 

1 1 19  Home  Rd. 


Description 


820  sq.ft.  addition 

768  sq.ft.  garage 

Window  replacement 

Chimney-liner  installation 

Patio  enclosure  on  existing  deck 

Sign  permit 

Agricultural  accessory  building 

Replacement  windows 

Accessory  building  alterations 

Install  siding  and  trim 

Sunrpom  addition 

Interior  alterations 

Sunroom  addition 

Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 

Add  stairs  from  second  floor 

Temporary  tent 

Partial  basement  finish 

Pellet  stove  installation 

Patio  enclosure  on  existing  deck 

Demolition  of  chimney 

260  sq.ft.  deck 

Exterior  wheelchair  lift 

Structural  storm  damage 

Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 

Install  boiler  with  flue  liner 

Demolition  of  accessory  structure 

Addition  to  dwelling 

Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 

Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 

Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 

Accessory  building  addition 

Install  photovoltaic  panels 

Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 

New  commercial  building,  shell  only 

Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes  on 

three  dwellings 

Install  fireplace  insert  with  chimney 

liner 

Install  wood  stove  with  stainless  steel 

chimney 

New  single  family  dwelling 
Breczeway  alteration 
Above-ground  swimming  pool 
Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 
Pole  barn  for  commercial  use 
Replacement  windows  amd  door 
Expand  bathroom  accessibility 
Remove  and  replace  roof  finishes 

Install  wood  stove  with  stainless  steel 

chimney 

Window  replacement  and  basement 

concrete 

420  sq.  ft.  attached  deck 
Single  family  modular  dwelling 


Fee 

Est.  value 

$164 

$35,000 

$92.16 

$37,900 

$50 

$5,800 

$25 

$2,000 

— 

$6,000 

$25 

— 

$720 

$300,000 

$50 

$13,000 

$50 

$3,500 

$50 

$22,818 

$187 

$20,000 

$68 

$8,000 

$50 

$16,373 

$25 

$2,500 

$50 

$8,450 

$25 

— 

$50 

$4,000 

$25 

$4,000 

$56 

$6,000 

$25 

— 

$65 

$5,600 

$50 

$15,950 

$80 

$39,000 

$25 

$5,200 

$25 

$4,000 

$30 

— 

$172 

$35,000 

$25 

$5,650 

$25 

$5,100 

$25 

$5,400 

$50 

$4,500 

$50 

$45,000 

$25 

$2,500 

$1,130 

$171,000 

$75 

$34,000 

$25 

$3,500 

$25 

$4,000 

$5,268 

$800,000 

$50 

$2,500 

$25 

$20,000 

$25 

$8,500 

$520 

$100,000 

$50 

$2,810 

$50 

— 

$25      . 

$6,000 

$25 

$4,500 

$50 

$4,000 

$123 

$3,360 

$2,394 

$350,000 
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LAND  TRUST  UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Annual  property  walk.  This  guided  walk  of 
privately  held  conserved  land  will  take  place  on 
Sat.,  Oct.  4,  from  I  to  2:30pm  at  Twiggs  Meyer's 
property,  1 250  Berkshire  School  Rd.  It's  a  rare 
chance  to  see  another  of  Sheffield's  limestone 
cobbles.  Cider  and  cookies  will  be  served. 

Help  fight  invasives.  The  Land  Trust 
continues  holding  volunteer  days  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  New  England  Wild  Flower 
Society  to  eradicate  bittersweet  and  other 
invasives  from  the  conserved  property 
behind  Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  cemetery  on 
Salisbury  Rd.  Meet  at  the  property  on  Sept. 
1 5,  29  and  30  at  1 0am;  look  for  the  signs. 
Lunch  will  be  provided. The  day  will  wrap  up 
at  3pm,  but  those  who  can  stay  for  only  part 
of  the  day  are  welcome,  too. 

For  both  events,  it  would  help  with 
planning,  if  you  could  RSVP  to  the  Land  Trust 
office  at  229-0234.  But  last-minute  deciders 
are  also  welcome. 

Fund-raising  continues.  The  Land  Trusts 
20th  Anniversary  Challenge  from  an  anonymous 
donor  will  match  a  donor's  increase  in  giving 
over  last  year  for  those  giving  $  1 ,000  or  more. 
The  challenge  applies  to  any  project,  including 
those  for  Howden  Farm  and  Equinox  Farm.  In 
addition,  Bruce  Howden  has  offered  to  match 
up  to  $  1 00,000  in  donations  given  toward 
protecting  his  farm.  (See  story  on  page  I .) 


SheffieldTree  Project  (STP)  inoculates  elms.  Sari  Hoy,  right, from  STP 
explains  the  gravity -fed  injection  process  to  Patty  Gillespie  and  Mike  Pezee  of 
Lane  Construction  at  an  elm  ojj  Lime  Kiln  Rd.  Behind,  on  the  truck,  are  Dennis 
O'Connor  and  Tim  O'Brien  from  Webster  Ingersoll.  Lane  Construction  has 
"adopted"  the  tree.  Businesses  and  concerned  individuals  around  the  community 
have  been  sponsoring  inoculuations  of  elms  to  protect  them  from  Dutch  Elm 
disease.  It  has  been  a  bad  year  for  the  trees  because  the  humid  weather  encouraged 
elm  bark  beetles  and  the  disease-causingfungus  they  carry. 


Look  for  the  Fire  Log  and  Real  Estate  Transfers  in  the  next  issue! 
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"Money  Does  Grow  on  Trees" 

Are  rising  real  estate  taxes  getting  harder  to 
pay.'1  If  you  own  wooded  property,  the  answer 
may  be  as  close  as  your  trees. 

R.J.  Beham  Forest  Products  specializes  in 
harvesting  trees  in  an  environmentally  sen- 
sitive manner.  Our  experienced  crews  are  li- 
censed and  insured,  and  our  diverse  log  mar- 
kets allow  us  to  offer  you  the  hightest  prices 
for  your  standing  timber. 

If  you  are  interested  in  a  no-cost,  no-obli- 
gation evaluation  of  your  forest,  give  our  li- 
censed forester  a  call  at  (413)  229-2182.  or 
stop  by  our  log  yard  at  53  Clapton  Road. 
Ashley  Falls,  MA  and  we  will  be  happy  to  ar- 
range a  sire  visit. 
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Calendar  Page 


September 

6  Sheffield  Fair  (p.  14) 

6  Naumkeag  Farm  Day  (p.  1 3) 

6  Kiwanis  Steak  Roast  (p.  1 4) 

6  The  Joint  Chiefs  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  14) 

6  New  Marlborough  Music  &  More  (p.  2) 

1 3  Oil  and  paint  disposal  (p.  20) 

1 3  New  Marlborough  Music  &  More  (p.  2) 

16  STATE  PRIMARY  ELECTION 

17  Famous  Gardens  talk  (p.  15) 

20  New  Marlborough  Music  &  More  (p.  2) 

26  Historical  Society  show  reception  (p.  20) 

27  New  Marlborough  Music  &  More  (p.  2) 

October 

I  Deadline  for  Chapter  61 A  &  6 IB  forms 

4  Land  Trust  Property  Walk  (p.26) 

4  Children's  Attic  consignment  sale  (p.  1 3) 

4  New  Marlborough  Music  &  More  (p.  2) 

4  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  (p.  7) 

1 1  Christ  Church/Trinity  Lutheran  Silent  Auction  (p.  8) 

1 3  COLUMBUS  DAY 

8  Old  Parish  Antiques  show  opens  (p.  I) 

15  Sheffield  Times  deadline  for  events  and  ads 

1 5  Registation  deadline  for  Presidential  &  School  Committee 

Elections  (p.  1 6) 

17  New  dump  stickers  required  (p.  14) 

27  Registration  deadline  for  state  primary  (p.  1 8) 

November 

I     Local  Authors  Day  (p.  1 5) 

3  Bridge  dedication  (p.  7) 

4  ELECTION  DAY 

9  Good  Samaritan  Benefit  (p.  8) 

See  also  the  listings  for  Sheffield  Kiwanis  (p.  23),  Historical  Society  (p.24) 
and  Bartholomew's  Cobble  (p.  24) 


•     THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  NEEDS  YOUR  SUPPORT  TO     • 

KEEP  PUBLISHING! 

Donations  are  tax-deductible. 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted  by 

number -i.e.  "1st,  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day 

occurs  in  the  month.    *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1$t 
Tuesdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Tues.  7am-1pm 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie, "  11:30am 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview 
Hospital  Library,  6:30pm,  4th 

industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  1pm 
Thursdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11 :30am 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4,h 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Thurs.  3pm-7  pm 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic.  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Fridays: 

Farmers  Market,  Rte  7,  Center  of  Sheffield,  3:30-6:30 
Saturdays: 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


PLEASE  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES,  YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of '_ 


made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  PO  Box  1 339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 
LJ  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

|~1  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


[~1   I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls. We  will  mail  issues  for  a 
year  to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you:   | 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 

•■  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  _____  —  —  —  —  ________.___.__.-__  —  _.  —  —  _.  —  _._. 
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Sheffield 
TIMES 

Community  Newsletter  for 

Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
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